
7th Grade Texas History

Scope and Sequence 2014-2015

Literacy in History Common Core Standards: 

1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 2: Determine the central ideas or information 
of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 3: Identify 
key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are 
raised or lowered). 4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies. 5: Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, casually). 6: 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 7: Integrate visual information (e.g., charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital 
texts. 8: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 9: Analyze the relationship between a primary and 
secondary source on the same topic. 

Writing in History Common Core Standards:

1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.

a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence logically. b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and 
evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. d. Establish and maintain 
a formal style. e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical 
processes.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories as 
appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples. c. use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. e. 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation presented.

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.



5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or typing a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently.

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation.

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection and research.

Duration TEK Concept/Unit Key Understanding Materials/Resources
Activities Used

Assessment Stem

1st 9 
Weeks

Unit 1: Geography and
the Native Texas

Cultures

• Geographic tools, 
patterns

• Chronology, 
sequencing

• Location, place
• Modification, 

adaptation
• Culture

• Geographic tools collect, 
analyze and interpret data on 
geographic factors that influence
patterns of migration

• events and individuals 
differentiate historical periods 
by identifying time and place

• Physical and human 
characteristics identify 
geographic regions

• Human and environmental 
interactions contribute to 
changes in a region through 
adaptations and modifications to
the environment through their 

Ch1: L: What is geography?
M: How is geography 
connected to architecture?
H: Write a speech 
describing geography and 
what you would do as a 
geographer.

CH2: L: What can you infer from 
how severe weather affects the 
Texas economy?

M: When plants help to 
prevent erosion, how does 
this work?
H: Devise a way to help 
Texans use natural 
resources more effectively.



traditions and customs
• Groups within a community 

maintain their cultural heritage

CH3: L: How would you define a 
region?

M: How would you 
modify living in the Piney 
Woods Region to the 
Mountains and Basins 
Region of Texas?
H: Identify some of the 
consequences of Texas' 
modifications of the 
environment.

Unit 2: Spanish Texas

• Chronology, eras, 
points of reference

• Exploration, 
colonization

• Interaction, 
influence

• Culture, diversity

• Major events and significant 
individuals identify eras in 
history by providing points of 
reference

• Groups explore and colonize 
different geographic regions to 
meet diverse needs and wants.

• Human and environmental 
interaction may influence the 
political, economical, and social 
development of a region.

• Cultural diversity contributes to 
the development of a unified 
society.

CH4: L: Compare & contrast the 
Karankawa with the Coahuiltecan 
using a graphic organizer.

M: What important aspects
can you point out about the
Plains Indians culture?
H: Determine the value of 
the buffalo to the first 
Texans.

CH5: L: What did Christopher 
Columbus accomplish in 1492?

M: What actions would 
you take to search for an 
empire?
H: Create an order of 
events that led to 
Coronado's exploration of 
the American Southwest. 

CH6:L: What can you infer from 
the purpose of the Spanish 
settlements?

M: What would be the 



result if the Spanish did 
not come to Texas?
H: What is your favorite 
Spanish influence? Why?

CH7:L: What led to the Rubi 
inspection tour?

M: List 3 causes and 
effects of Mexican 
Independence (in your 
own words).
H: Which country 
benefited more from the 
Adams-Onis treaty, in your
opinion, and why?

Unit 3: Colonization

• Exploration, 
migration, 
colonization

• Leaders, influence
• Change, conflict
• Cultural influence, 

immigrants, 
migration

• People explore and colonize 
new areas for different reasons 
and needs

• Leaders influence societies 
through determination, beliefs, 
and strong actions

• Changes in a society can lead to 
conflict

• Migration of people leads to the 
spread of ideas and culture

CH8:L Who was Moses Austin?
M: What is your analysis 
of Austin's trip to Mexico 
City in 1822?
H: Create a song for the 
“Old Three Hundred” as 
they made their journey to 
Texas.

CH9:L: How did settlers travel to 
Texas?

M: How would you 
change the lack of public 
schools in Texas?
H: How could you 
constitute the owning of a 
slave?

CH10:L: Elaborate on the 
conflicts that developed over land 
titles.



M: How would you 
modify the Turtle Bayou 
Resolutions?
H: How would you 
generate a plan to stop the 
conflict between Mexico 
and Texas?

2nd 9 
weeks

Unit 4: Texas Revolution

• Eras, History
• Conflict, 

independence
• Event, issues
• Geography, 

decisions

• Historical eras define and shape 
societies

• Independence compels the force 
for change

• Events, issues and actions of 
individuals shape history

• Geography plays an important 
role in strategic decisions

CH11:L: What events led to the 
siege of San Antonio?

M: What can you point out
about the capture of 
Gonzales?
H: Determine the value of 
the pro-war group.

CH12:L: What problems did 
Lamar's administration face?

M: How would you 
promote education in 
Texas?
H: Determine the value of 
Sam Houston being 
elected to a second term as
president.

CH13:L: How did the status of 
Tejanos change after the Texas 
Revolution?

M: Discuss the pros and 
cons of immigrant groups 
settling in the Republic.
H: Compose a graphic 
organizer to show how 
people made a living in 



Texas.
CH14:L: Why was foreign 
recognition an important issue for 
Texas?

M: How would you solve 
the hostilities the Santa Fe 
expedition caused between
the Republic and Mexico?
H: What data was used to 
evaluate the Republic's 
Indian Policy expenses?

Unit 5: Republic of Texas

• Governmental 
structures, 
influence

• Leadership, 
participation

• Change, 
communities

• Past experiences with 
governmental structures and 
functions often shape the 
formation of new governments

• Strong leadership and active 
participation of citizens form the
basis of a republican 
government

• Events, issues, and people 
determine how communities 
change and develop

CH15:L: Can you describe how 
slavery and westward expansion 
affected the debate over 
annexation?

M: How could you 
develop the government of
a new state?
H: Recommend a plan to 
pay off the state's debt.

CH:16:L: Who fought in The 
Mexican War?

M: What is the problem 
with immigration and 
migration to Texas after 
the Mexican War?
H: What choice would you
have made regarding 
removing the Texas 
Indians? Why?

CH17:L: How did most Texans 
earn a living?

M: What evidence in the 



text can you find that 
supports the argument 
against slavery?
H: Determine the value of 
slavery.

Unit 6: Annexation of
Texas

• Beliefs, goals
• Expansion, 

opportunity
• Customs, traditions

• People with similar beliefs or 
interests join together to help 
accomplish their goals

• Nations seek opportunities to 
expand and improve

• Customs and traditions define 
communities, states, and nations

CH18:L: Why did many Texans 
want to leave the Union?

M: Discuss the pros and 
cons of the Civil War.
H: How would you portray
the Civil War?

CH19:L: Explain the 13th 
amendment.

M: Why do the provisions 
of the Constitution of 1869
work?
L: Predict the outcome had
there not been segregation.

CH20:L: What role did Colonel 
Mackenzie play in Texas?

M: Infer as to why the 
Plains Indians groups in 
Texas attacked the buffalo 
hunters and settlers.
H: Debate whether 
reservation life was better 
or worse for the American 
Indians.

3rd 9 
weeks

Unit 7: Civil War and
Reconstruction

• Sectionalism, 
conflict

• Political, economic, and social 
differences may lead to conflict

CH21:L: How did the Texas cattle
industry develop from its Spanish 



• Civil War, 
Cause/Effect

• Reconstruction, 
effects

• Events have both causes and 
effects

• Conflicts in the past affect the 
present and the future

beginnings?
M: What can you point out
about ranching and the 
cowboy life?
H: Determine the value of 
the railroad.

CH22:L: How can you describe 
the transcontinental railroad?

M: Compare the new types
of farming technology.
H: How could you verify 
what leading agricultural 
industry contributed to the 
growth of the Texas 
economy?

CH23:L: How did the Texas oil 
industry begin?

M: How would you 
demonstrate the role of a 
“wildcatter” in the oil 
boom?
H: Create a song that a 
“wildcatter” may sing 
while at work.

Unit 8: Frontier and
Westward Expansion

• Culture, change
• Political Factors, 

economic factors, 
social factors, 
environmental 
factors, impact

• Progress, 
modification 

• Change creates conflict and 
adaptation within and among 
cultures

• Political, economic, social, and 
environmental factors determine
the ways that people earn a 
living

• Humans depend on and modify 

CH24:L: Identify what the 
Populist Party is.

M: What actions would 
you take to change the 
state's political system?
H:Write an editorial on the
achievements and the 
limitations of the effort to 



the physical environment to 
promote economic progress

expand democracy in the 
Progressive Era.

CH25:L: Define rural.
M: How would you solve 
the problems that growing 
Texas cities created?
H: Predict the outcome for 
Texas it there had not been
a World War I.

CH26:L: Why was Miriam 
Ferguson called “Ma”?

M: Why do you think the 
demand for automobiles 
had an effect on the Texas 
oil industry?
H: Create a poem to tell 
about the “Dust Bowl”.

Unit 9: Industrialization
and Urbanization

• Change, scarcity
• Adaptation, change
• Progress, goods 

and services

• Scarcity of resources forces 
people to make changes in order
to meet their needs and wants

• Change creates conflict and 
adaptation

• Communities provide goods, 
services, and jobs in order to 
meet people's needs

CH27:L: What events led to 
World War II?

M: What is your analysis 
of WWII?
H: What would you 
suggest to a Texas woman 
about pursuing equal 
rights?

CH28:L: Who fought in the 
Vietnam War?

M: What are the pros and 
cons of the Great Society 
and the Economic 
Opportunity Act?
H: What is the most 



important event in the 
Hispanic civil rights 
movement? Why?

CH29:L: How did Texas become a
two party state?

M: What can you infer 
about the attack on 
September 11, 2001?
H: How would you 
improve the war against 
terrorism? 

4th 9 
weeks

Unit 10: Social and
Political Reform

• Popular 
sovereignty

• Rights, democracy
• Conflict, impact

• In a democratic society, people 
have a voice in their government

• Citizens have certain inalienable
right in a democracy

• Conflict affects current and 
future generations of a society 
politically, socially, and 
economically

CH30:L: Why does the Texas 
Constitution include a bill of 
rights?

M: How would you 
present the way a bill 
becomes a law (in Texas)?
H: Elaborate on the 
importance of the governor
as the leader of Texas.

Unit 11: Texas
Government and

Citizenship

• Political system, 
governing 
structure

• Citizenship, 
participation

• Political systems provide 
governing structures for 
societies

• Citizens in a democratic society 
participate in governmental 
decisions and processes through 
their actions

CH31:L: How are local 
governments funded?

M: What can you point out
regarding the differences 
in a county and city 
government?
H: Determine the value in 
voting.




