
I. Grade 8 Language Arts Course Synopsis 

The Grade 8 Language Arts course is closely aligned to the English Language Arts Common Core 

State Standards. The focus of this course is on text analysis and critical thinking, which prepares 

students to be analytical about resources and ideas as presented in short stories, poetry, media, 

nonfiction, research, and film. Comprised of four units: ―The Power of Ideas,‖ ―Facts and 

Opinions,‖ ―Text Analysis,‖ and ―Language and Culture,‖ this course mirrors Holt McDougal’s 

Literature (2012) and Holt, Rinehart and Winston’s Elements of Literature: Second Course (1993).  

  This Language 

through open-

writing and compare/contrast writing  

II. Philosophy & Rationale 

 

The course is designed to foster in students an attitude towards learning through research which will 

help them view our world in terms of long and short-term consequences.  Students also will see the 

importance of connecting historical events to the world in which we live to foster an attitude in all 

students of tolerance and understanding of people, cultures and societies while simultaneously 

affording each student the skills of persuasion, creative writing, and critical reading paired with a 

critical response both in writing and speaking.   

 

III. Scope & Sequence  

 

Unit 1:  “Text Analysis”        (9 Weeks) 

 

Enduring Understanding 

 

Students will understand that 

interpretations must be 

supported by textual evidence. 

 

Students will understand that 

theme represents a universal 

view on life or society. 

 

Students will understand that a 

Essential Question(s) 

1. When given the opportunity, 

how will I choose a book for 

enjoyment? 

2. How is conflict essential to 

personal growth? 

3. How do writers create 

characters that come to life for 

the reader? 

4. How can a story change 

based on its point of view? 

Learning Objectives 

1. Develop strategies for 

reading, including 

predicting, connecting, 

and setting a purpose 

for reading 

2. Analyze how incidents 

in a story or drama 

propel the action, reveal 

aspects of a character, 

or provoke a decision 

 response 

Arts course focuses primarily on persuasive writing, speculative writing, and 

reader’s

skills as taught through the 

eighth grade literature course. 

ended questions while also affording each student opportunity
 to practice explanatory 
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story is reflective of cultural 

and societal values of the time 

in which it is written.  

 

Students will understand how a 

short story differs from other 

literary genres. 

 

Students will understand that 

reading is a way to explore 

personal interests, answer 

important questions, satisfy 

one’s need for information, 

entertain and be entertained, 

and build understanding of the 

many dimensions of human 

experience. 

 

5. How can characterization 

help a reader to infer a 

character’s motives? 

6. Is setting just a backdrop for 

the events of a story, or does it 

play a larger role?  

7. How does the setting and 

mood of a story affect 

characters and create conflicts? 

8. How can our senses enhance 

mood? 

9. What makes a story 

memorable?  

10. How do writers use 

symbols to convey messages? 

3. Identify plot stages, 

conflicts, and subplots 

4. Analyze suspense 

5. Identify and analyze 

sequence and cause-

effect relationships 

6. Make inferences and 

cite evidence to support 

them 

7. Analyze different points 

of view and the effects 

they have create 

8. Analyze how dialogue 

or incidents in a story 

reveal aspects of a 

character 

9. Identify and analyze 

sound devices and their 

impact on meaning 

10. Determine the central 

idea of a text and its 

relationship to 

supporting ideas 

11. Infer characters’ 

motivations 

12. Identify scope of ideas 

and information in 

different texts 

13. Determine a theme or 

central idea of a text 

and analyze its 

relationship to the 

characters and setting 

14. Identify and analyze 

mood 

15. Compare how authors 

achieve their purposes 

in nonfiction texts 

16. Identify and interpret 

symbols 

17. Determine and analyze 
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theme 

18. Determine, analyze, and 

compare universal 

themes 

19. Use knowledge of word 

roots, base words, and 

affixes to understand 

word meaning 

20. Use context clues to 

figure out meanings of 

words 

 

Common Core State Standards       

 

RL1 – Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary 

of the text. 

RL3 - Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, 

reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative 

and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 

including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL6 - Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader 

(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 

RL7 - Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to 

or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 

RL9 - Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character 

types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how 

the material is rendered new. 

RL10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

RI1 - Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI2 - Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 

including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI3 - Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or 

events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
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RI4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI6 - Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

RI8 - Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is 

introduced. 

RI10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 

6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

W1 – Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 

sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

 

W2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented. 

W4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W5 - With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 

purpose and audience have been addressed. 
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W6 - Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 

relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others. 

W7 - Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 

multiple avenues of exploration. 

W8 - Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 

effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 

conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

W9 - Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

W10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

 

SL1 - Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

SL4 - Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with 

relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 

L1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

L2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

L3 - Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

L4 - Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on 

grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L5 - Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings. 

L6 - Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression.  

 

Topic 1: Plot and Conflict 

A. FICTION  

1. Conflict: Internal and External 

2. ―The Ransom of Red Chief‖ O. Henry (Elements p. 66) 

3. The Ransom of Red Chief (DVD-1998)  

B. Stages of Plot 
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1. Plot Structure/Plot Diagram 

2. ―Raymond’s Run‖ by Toni Cade Bambara (Elements p. 152) 

  C. Suspense and Subplots  

1. Suspense/Evaluate Narrator 

2. ―The Tell-Tale Heart‖ Edgar Allan Poe (Elements p. ) 

  D. Foreshadowing, Irony and Radio Theater 

1. Reading/Listening to a radio play 

2. ―The Hitchhiker‖ Lucille Fletcher read by Orson Welles (Sept. 2, 1942) 

http://www.escape-suspense.com/2007/03/suspense_the_hi.html 

3. ―The Landlady‖ Roald Dahl (Elements p. 198) 

4.  ―Sorry, Wrong Number‖ Lucille Fletcher  

http://www.escape-suspense.com/2008/11/suspense---sorry-wrong-number.html  

5.  ―To Build a Fire‖ Jack London (Elements p. 6) 

6.  ―By the Waters of Babylon‖ Stephen Vincent Benét (Elements p. 109) 

Topic 2: Character and Point of View 

A. Literature Circles: Discussion of character and point of view 

―The Story of an Hour‖ Kate Chopin (1884) 

http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/litweb05/workshops/fiction/chopi

n1.asp 

Topic 3: Setting and Mood 

A. How setting impacts characters and events 

1. Nonfiction - ―Butterflies‖ Roger Dean Kiser 

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/But.shtml 

2. Fiction – ―The Cask of Amontillado‖ Edgar Allan Poe 

http://www.literature.org/authors/poe-edgar-allan/amontillado.html 

AUDIO: http://www.loudlit.org/audio/cask/pages/01_01_cask.htm 

3. ―The Landlady‖ Roald Dahl (Elements/Interactive Reader) or  

http://mysite.verizon.net/zila84/_llady.pdf 

    

Topic 4: Theme and Symbol - Poetry 

A. The Basics of Poetry 

1. Form 

2. Line 

3. Stanza 

4. Speaker 

5. Traditional Form 

6. Free Verse 

7. Sound Devices 

 a. Rhythm 

 b. Rhyme 

 c. Repetition 
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 d. Alliteration 

 e. Assonance 

8. Imagery and Figurative Language 

 a. Simile 

 b. Metaphor 

 c. Extended Metaphor 

 d. Personification 

9. Modeling Rhythm and Rhyme – ―Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening‖ 

Robert Frost (Interactive Reader) 

10. Modeling Figurative Language – ―Lineage‖ Margaret Walker 

B. Figuratively Speaking 

1. Stanza, Metaphor, Simile and Visualize   

2. ―Willow and Gingko‖ Eve Merriam 

3. ―Introduction to Poetry‖ Billy Collins 

  C. Be Yourself 

1. Free Verse, Speaker, Clarify Meaning 

2. ―the lesson of the moth‖ Don Marquis 

3. ―Identity‖ Julio Noboa 

  D. Advice 

1. Lyric Poetry, Sound Devices and Make Inferences 

2. ―Speech to the Young: Speech to the Progress-Toward‖ Gwendolyn Brooks 

(Interactive Reader) 

3. ―Mother to Son‖ Langston Hughes (Interactive Reader) 

  E. Poetic Tradition 

1. Traditional Forms, Rhyme Scheme, Paraphrase 

2. ―On the Grasshopper and Cricket‖ John Keats 

3. ―Ode on Solitude‖ Alexander Pope 

  F. Freedom 

1. Word Choice, Reading Poetry 

2. ―One More Round‖ Maya Angelou 

3. ―Not My Bones‖ Marilyn Nelson 

 

Suggested Activities 

Creating Character Trading Cards  

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/trading_cards/ 

Concept Map 

Venn Diagram 

Plot Diagram 

Vocabulary 

Grammar 

Speculative Writing 
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  Narrative Writing 

Write a personal narrative 

Write a critical review 

Write a short story 

Present an oral narrative 

Collaborate to produce a video 

 

Assessments 

Timed writing: Fictional or personal narrative 

Multiple choice from selections read 

OEQs 

Vocabulary Quizzes 

Reading comprehension quizzes 
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Unit 2:  “Facts and Opinions”      (9 weeks) 

 

 

Enduring Understanding 

 

Students will understand that 

critical readers question the 

text, consider various 

perspectives, and look for 

author’s bias in order to think, 

live, and act appropriately.  

 

Students will understand that, 

in writing, language 

conventions are essential to 

convey a precise message to 

intended audiences. 

 

Students will understand that 

comprehension of 

informational text is the 

foundation for acquiring 

knowledge, building skills, and 

developing habits of mind. 

 

 

 

 

Essential Question(s) 

1. Where do you get your 

facts? 

2. Whom can you believe? 

3. How can learning 

informational reading strategies 

help me now and in my future? 

 

Learning Objectives 

Topic 1: Facts and 

Information 

1. Determine a central idea of a 

text and analyze its 

development over the course  

of the text.  

2. Analyze the structure of a 

text. 

3. Determine an author’s point 

of view or purpose in a text. 

4. Distinguish between fact and 

opinion.  

5. Provide an objective 

summary of text. 

6. Use text features to 

comprehend and locate 

information. 

7. Read and comprehend 

technical strategies. 

8. Interpret and evaluate 

graphic aids. 

9. Write procedural text 

10. Use gerunds and infinitives 

correctly. 

11. Use commas correctly after 

adverbial phrases. 

12. Present and respond to an 

instructional speech 

13. Use affixes, root words, and 

context clues to determine the 

meanings of words 

14. Use word origins to help 

understand how other 

languages have influenced 

English word meaning 

15. Analyze the purpose of 

information presented in 
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diverse media and formats 

16. Compare how different 

media cover the same event 

Topic 2: State Your Case: 

Argument and Persuasion 

1. Compare arguments in 

persuasive texts 

2. Identify and analyze 

persuasive techniques 

3. Analyze reasoning for 

soundness 

4. Determine an author’s 

purpose 

5. Analyze comparisons and 

contrasts 

6. Analyze rhetoric 

7. Evaluate the argument in a 

text 

8. Evaluate evidence for 

relevance and sufficiency 

9. Write a persuasive essay 

10. Use parallelism to link 

related ideas 

11. Use punctuation marks 

correctly 

12. Present a persuasive speech 

13. Use Greek or Latin roots as 

clues to the meanings of 

words 

14. Use antonyms as context 

clues to determine word 

meanings 

15. Analyze and evaluate an ad 

campaign 

Recognize persuasive 

techniques in media messages 

 

Common Core State Standards       

 

RL1 – Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
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RL2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary 

of the text. 

RL3 - Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, 

reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative 

and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 

including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL6 - Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader 

(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 

RL7 - Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to 

or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 

RL9 - Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character 

types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how 

the material is rendered new. 

RL10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

RI1 - Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI2 - Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 

including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI3 - Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or 

events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

RI4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI6 - Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

RI8 - Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is 

introduced. 

RI10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 

6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

W1 – Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 

sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
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c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

 

W2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented. 

W4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W5 - With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 

purpose and audience have been addressed. 

W6 - Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 

relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others. 

W7 - Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 

multiple avenues of exploration. 

W8 - Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 

effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 

conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

W9 - Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

W10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 
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SL1 - Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

SL4 - Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with 

relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 

L1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

L2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

L3 - Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

L4 - Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on 

grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L5 - Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings. 

L6 - Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression.         

 

Topic 1: Facts and Information 

A. Reading Informational Text 

1. Text Features 

 a. Title – reveals the topic of the article 

 b. Subheadings – highlights what each section of the article is about 

 c. Sidebar – provides more information 

 d. Bulleted List – presents information in an easy-to-read format 

2. Model with Text – ―Get Some Sleep‖ by Vickie An Time For Kids October    

8, 2010 Vol. 16 Iss. 5 

http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/wr/0,28393,101008,00.html 

B. Interesting Careers 

1. ―The Spider Man Behind Spider-Man‖ by: Bijal Trivedi  

National Geographic News 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2002/05/0502_020502_TVspiderm

an_2.html 

2. ―Mr. Twister‖ Tucson Weekly April 25,   

http://www.stormchaser.com/stormtrooper.html  

 3. TV - ―Dirty Jobs‖ Discovery Channel  

1. http://dsc.discovery.com/tv/dirty-jobs/ (various clips) 

2. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqAlHjPq_J8&feature=related  

1996
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(Ostrich Farm) 

3. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkXVQ_3PWwk  

(Roach Infestation – Dirty Jobs Joins Billy the Exterminator) 

C. News Media: What’s the Source? 

1. News Media Literacy: Sources in the News 

 a. Types of Media Literacy 

(1) Sources in TV News 

(2) Effect of Sound Bites 

(3) Sources in Print News 

(4) Effect of Quotes  

b. Types of News Sources: 

(1) Witnesses and Officials 

(2) Experts 

(3) Visual Sources 

(4) Sources as Counterpoints 

   c. Strategies for Evaluating News Sources (Holt McDougal 911) 

(1) Identify a source by name and determine his or her role 

(2) Question why a source is included in a news report. Ask  

yourself: What is this source helping me to understand about the event? 

(3) Be aware that what you see and hear is not the entire interview. Think 

about how sound bites, quotations, or images support certain facts. 

(4) In reports that include countering or opposing sources, check to see 

that the two sides are balanced or are represented equally. It’s important 

that a news report be neutral and fair to all sides. 

   d. Application of Skills 

(1)  Newspaper Article (Print): ―The Shuttle Explodes‖ The New York 

Times January 29, 1986 

(2)   TV Newscast: ―Shuttle Challenger 1 of 6‖ and ―Shuttle Challenger 2 

of 6‖ CBS News January 28, 1986 

D.  Science and Technology 

1. Distinguishing Fact from Opinion 

 a. from ―Feature: Is It Just Us, Or Are Kids Getting Really  

Stupid?‖ Philadelphia Magazine Nov. 26, 2010 

www.phillymag.com/.../feature_is_it_just_us_or_are_kids_getting 

really_stupid/ 

b. ―In Study, Children Cite Appeal of Digital Reading‖ The New York  

Times Sept. 29, 2010 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/29/books/29kids.html?pagewanted=print 

2. Organization of Ideas 

a. ―Robo-Legs‖ Michel Marriott The New York Times  

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/06/20/health/menshealth/20marriott 
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html 

b. from ―Eureka: Scientific Twists of Fate‖ PBS  

http://www.pbs.org/saf/1105/features/eureka.htm 

E. Suggested Activities 

1. Summarize 

2. Open-Ended 

3. Letter to the Editor 

4. Vocabulary 

5. Identifying Author’s Purpose 

6. Identifying Main Idea 

7. Evaluating Sources 

8. Organization of Ideas 

Topic 2: State Your Case: Argument and Persuasion 

A. Persuasive Techniques - ―Should the Driving Age Be Raised to 18?‖ The New  

York Times Upfront May 8, 2006  

http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/upfront/debate/index.asp?art

icle=d0508 

1. Bandwagon Appeal 

2. Ethical Appeal 

3. Appeal to Fear 

4. Appeal to Pity 

5. Loaded Terms 

6. Rhetorical Fallacy 

7. Logical Fallacy 

8. False Assumptions 

 B. Comparing Persuasive Texts 

1. ―Zoos: Myth and Reality‖ by Rob Laidlaw Satya July 2000 

http://www.zoocheck.com/articlepdfs/Zoos%20Myth%20and%20Reality%20

Laidlaw%2000.pdf  

2. ―Zoos Connect Us to the Natural World‖ by Michael Hutchins Boston Globe 

Nov. 2, 2003 

http://www.boston.com/news/globe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2003/11/0

2/zoos_connect_us_to_the_natural_world/ 

D. Media  

1. Persuasion in Advertising and Audience 

a. Types of Persuasion in Ads 

(1) Trailers 

(2) Teaser Trailers 

(3) Print Ads 

(4) Promotional Web Sites 

b. Strategies for Evaluating Movie Ads 
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(1) Determine the target audience.  

(2) Consider the visual and sound techniques used. Why were each 

chosen and what effect does it have on the viewer? 

(3) Notice how the different ads work together to create an overall 

feeling about the film. 

(a) The early ads are designed to speak curiosity 

(b) The later ads then build on that curiosity, providing more 

information about the film.   

2. Star Wars: Episode III - Revenge of the Sith Ad Campaign 

a. Trailer Teaser (0:56) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYcvk_i2Xsw&feature=related 

b. Full-Length Trailer (2:29) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHSU3KSK8dw 

c. Print Ads 

(1) Movie Poster 1:  

http://collider.com/wp-content/uploads/star-wars-revenge-of-the-sith-

movie-poster-01.jpg 

(2) Movie Poster 2: 

http://simonz.co.hu/poster/ep3/ep3-poster25.jpg 

(3) Movie Poster 3: 

http://www.impawards.com/2005/posters/star_wars_episode_three.jp

g 

(4) Movie Poster 4: 

http://mrmoviefiend.files.wordpress.com/2010/06/star-wars-episode-

3-revenge-of-the-sith-poster-6.jpg  

D. Schools and Education 

1. Author’s Purpose  

Essay: ―The Sanctuary of School‖ by Lynda Barry  

http://articles.baltimoresun.com/1992-01-24/news/1992024046_1_panic-

walking-to-school-classroom 

2. Rhetorical Devices  

a. Speech – ―Educating Sons‖ by Chief Canasatego 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/nativeamericans/chiefcanasate

go.htm 

b. Letter – ―The First Americans‖ by The Grand Council Fire of American  

Indians  

http://www.nexuslearning.net/books/holteol2/collection%208/firstamerica

ns.htm 

c. Speech – from ―What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?‖ by Frederick  

Douglass 

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=162 
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E. Persuasion In a Speech 

1. Evaluating Evidence – Is there enough solid evidence to be convincing? 

 a. Factual Claim 

 b. Opinions 

 c. Commonplace Assertions 

2. Speech – Evaluate Evidence 

a. Rhetorical Questioning 

b. from ―What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?‖ Frederick Douglass  

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=162 

Suggested Activities 

Persuasive Essay  

Public Speaking – Speech Delivery  

Inquiry and Research – MLA format 

Create an advertisement 

Examine Cause and Effect 

Determine Author’s Purpose 

Reader’s Response (OEQ) 

Text Analysis – Argument 

Summarize 

Open-Ended 

Letter to the Editor 

Vocabulary 

Identifying Author’s Purpose 

Identifying Main Idea 

Evaluating Sources 

Organization of Ideas 

Persuasive Essay 

Public Speaking – Speech Delivery  

Inquiry and Research – MLA format 

Create an advertisement 

Examine Cause and Effect 

Determine Author’s Purpose 

Reader’s Response (OEQ) 

Text Analysis – Argument  

Choosing a topic 

Narrow Focus 

Consider Audience and Purpose 

Formulate a Research Question 

Make a Research Plan 

Find and Evaluate Sources 

MLA Format 
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Works Cited - Using NoodleTools and Easybib 

Note-taking 

Avoiding Plagiarism 

Drafting 

Revising 

Editing and Publishing 

 

Assessments 

Vocabulary Quizzes/Tests 

Comprehension Quizzes/Tests 

Response to Open-Ended Questions 

Persuasive Essay/Speech 

Research paper in MLA Format 

Grammar Quizzes/Tests 

 

Unit 3: “Language and Culture”      (9 Weeks) 

 

Enduring Understanding 

 

Students will understand that 

history comes alive through 

words of people telling their 

stories—it helps us to imagine 

and connect to the past and 

therefore have a better view of 

the present. 

 

Students will understand that 

speakers and writers control or 

personalize messages through 

word choices, voice, and style. 

 

Students will understand that 

literature can reflect, clarify, 

criticize, and satirize, the time, 

ideas, and cultures it depicts. 

 

 

 

 

Essential Question(s) 

1. What makes a poem? 

2. Who is the real you? 

3. How do you make decisions? 

4. Why do we exaggerate? 

 

Learning Objectives 

Topic 1: Poetry 

1. Identify and analyze 

figurative language 

2. Analyze the impact of word 

choice on meaning 

3. Identify and analyze sound 

devices 

4. Identify, analyze, and 

compare rhyme schemes 

5. Identify and compare 

themes 

6. Identify and analyze 

rhythm and meter and their 

effects 

7. Compare poetic form and 

structure 

8. Make inferences 

9. Paraphrase lines of poetry 

10. Identify and compare 

treatment 

11. Write and online feature 

article 

12. Use commas correctly 
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13. Correct inappropriate shifts 

in verb voice 

14. Use multimedia elements to 

clarify information 

15. Use knowledge of Latin 

roots to help determine 

word meaning 

Topic 2: Style, Voice, and 

Tone 

1. Analyze how the structure 

of a text contributes to its 

meaning and style 

2. Compare and contrast style 

3. Identify and analyze voice, 

irony, and tone, including 

the compact of specific 

word choices in tone 

4. Use and interpret graphic 

aids 

5. Synthesize information 

6. Write a literary analysis 

7. Write concisely by using 

appositives and appositive 

phrases 

8. Form compound and 

complex sentences 

9. Present a response to 

literature 

10. Use context to help 

determine meaning of 

idioms and multiple-

meaning words 

11. Understanding figurative, 

connotative, and denotative 

meanings of words 

12. Use Latin roots as clues to 

the meaning of a word 

Topic 3: History, Culture, 

and the Author 

1. Identify and analyze 

influence of writer’s 
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background on plot and 

theme 

2. Identify and analyze 

historical and cultural 

context of selections and 

their effect on plot and 

theme 

3. Analyze author’s purpose 

4. Make inferences 

5. Analyze sensory details and 

their influence on meaning  

6. Compare and contrast 

selections 

7. Write a cause-and-effect 

essay 

8. Combine sentences to form 

a compound-complex 

sentence 

9. Use colons and semi-colon 

correctly 

10. Produce a power 

presentation using 

Microsoft PowerPoint and 

Prezi 

11. Consult reference materials 

for definitions and 

pronunciations 

12. Understand analogies 

13. Identify visual aspects of 

illustrations 

Analyze the message and point 

of view in political cartoons 

 

Common Core State Standards       

RL1 – Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary 

of the text. 

RL3 - Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, 

reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
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RL4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative 

and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 

including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL6 - Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader 

(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 

RL7 - Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to 

or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 

RL9 - Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character 

types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how 

the material is rendered new. 

RL10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

RI1 - Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI2 - Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 

including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI3 - Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or 

events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

RI4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI6 - Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

RI8 - Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is 

introduced. 

RI10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 

6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

W1 – Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 

sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 
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W2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented. 

W4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W5 - With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 

purpose and audience have been addressed. 

W6 - Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 

relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others. 

W7 - Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 

multiple avenues of exploration. 

W8 - Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 

effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 

conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

W9 - Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

W10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

 

SL1 - Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

SL4 - Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with 

relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
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L1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

L2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

L3 - Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

L4 - Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on 

grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L5 - Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings. 

L6 - Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression.  

 

Topic 1: Mythology  

A. Echoes from Mt. Olympus 

B. Selected Greek/Roman myths from Elements of Literature 

 

Topic 2: Style, Voice and Tone  

A. Tone: Comparing Fiction and Nonfiction  

1. Fiction: ―The Lady, Or the Tiger?‖ Frank R. Stockton 

2. Nonfiction: ―Behind Monty Hall's Doors: Puzzle, Debate and Answer?‖  

John Tierney Published: July 21, 1991 

http://www.nytimes.com/1991/07/21/us/behind-monty-hall-s-doors-puzzle-

debate-and-answer.html?pagewanted=5&src=pm 

B. Voice, Style and Irony: Informational Text - Literary Nonfiction 

1. Memoir  from Roughing It Mark Twain (Chapter 42)  

http://futureboy.us/twain/roughing/roughing.html#Chapter42 

2. Personal Essay ―Us and Them‖ David Sedaris 

http://www.npr.org/programs/morning/features/2004/jun/sedaris/usandthem.html  

C. Poetry – Style and Historical Context 

1. ―O Captain! My Captain!‖ Walt Whitman  

http://www.bartleby.com/142/193.html 

(audio) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSAymj4hp7Y 

2. ―I Saw Old General at Bay‖ Walt Whitman 

http://www.bartleby.com/142/134.html 

D. Suggested Activities  

1. Vocabulary in Context 

2. Writing – Analyzing Voice and Style 

3. Writing – Draw Conclusions About Style 

4. OEQ 

5. Respond – Humor and Exaggeration 
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6. Figures of Speech Review 

7. Reader’s Response 

8. Identify Irony 

9. Tiered Discussion 

Topic 3: History, Culture and the Author  

A. Fiction (Cultural Conflict and Tall Tale) 

1. ―Rules of the Game‖ Amy Tan 

http://www.uhseport.net/published/e/er/eerickson/collection/8/9/upload.c-

eerickson-8n9.doc 

2. ―Pecos Bill‖ Mary Pope Osborne 

http://www.pittsfordschools.org/webpages/rzogby/files/PecosBill%20Osborne%

20text.pdf 

3. ―The Inn of Lost Time‖ Lensey Namioka (Elements of Literature) 

B. Informational Text (Author’s Purpose and Sensory Details)   

1. Memoir – ―One Last Time‖ Gary Soto 

http://www.eacfaculty.org/pchidester/101%20files/Gary%20Soto.pdf 

2. Poem (Connection) ―How Things Work‖ Gary Soto 

http://writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/88/soto-how-things-work.html 

3. American Legend ―Sunrise In His Pocket: The Life, the Legend and Legacy of 

Davy Crockett‖ Paul Andrew Hutton (Elements of Literature) 

C. Media Literacy – Messages and Meanings 

1. Strategies for Analyzing (Using Political Cartoons) 

 a. Identify Subject 

 b. Look for Exaggeration 

 c. Identify Symbols and Specific Details 

 d. Determine Point of View 

2. Political Cartoons 

  D. Poetry (Historical Context and Analysis of Repetition) 

1. ―I Want to Write‖ Margaret Walker 

http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets/s_z/walker/onlinepoems.htm 

2. ―Sit-Ins‖ Margaret Walker 

Walker, M. This Is My Century: New and Collected Poems, University of 

Georgia Press: Athens, GA, 1989. (Print) 

 

Unit 4: “The Power of Ideas/Beliefs”      9 Weeks

  

Enduring Understanding 

 

Students will understand that 

human beings are remarkably 

alike in their principal values 

Essential Question(s) 

1. How does research foster 

independent growth? 

2. What sources are beneficial 

to certain research situations? 

Learning Objectives 

1. Ask and answer research 

questions 

2. Use search terms 

effectively 
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and concerns through time. 

 

Students will understand that 

myths often reveal the values 

of the culture that produces 

them. 

 

Students will understand that 

myths are a way of explaining 

the unexplainable; some are 

based on fantastic beings, but 

some are based on known 

people and events. 

 

Students will understand that 

mythology has had and still is 

having a significant impact and 

influence on our lives today. 

 

 

 

3. How does one evaluate the 

validity of a source? 

4. What is plagiarism? How 

does one avoid plagiarizing?  

5. What is MLA format? How 

does one cite various sources in 

research writing?  

6. Why do people study myths? 

7. How do myths explain the 

natural world? 

8. What current myths exist to 

explain the unknown? 

 

3. Use library and media 

center resources to find 

print and digital sources 

4. Choose primary and 

secondary sources 

5. Evaluate information and 

sources, including 

nonfiction books, 

periodicals, and Web sites 

6. Conduct your own research 

7. Write a research report 

8. Formulate a major research 

question 

9. Locate and evaluate sources 

10. Take notes 

11. Prepare a source list 

12. Summarize and paraphrase 

13. Quote directly and avoid 

plagiarism 

14. Document sources 

15. Prepare a Works Cited list 

16. Follow a standard format 

for citation 

17. Capitalize and punctuate 

citations correctly 

18. Make a research 

presentation 

 

Common Core State Standards       

RL1 – Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary 

of the text. 

RL3 - Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, 

reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative 

and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 

including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL6 - Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader 

(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 
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RL7 - Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to 

or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 

RL9 - Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character 

types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how 

the material is rendered new. 

RL10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

RI1 - Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI2 - Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 

including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI3 - Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or 

events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

RI4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI6 - Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

RI8 - Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is 

introduced. 

RI10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 

6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

W1 – Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 

sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

 

W2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
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b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented. 

W4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W5 - With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 

purpose and audience have been addressed. 

W6 - Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 

relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others. 

W7 - Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 

multiple avenues of exploration. 

W8 - Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 

effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 

conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

W9 - Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

W10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

 

SL1 - Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

SL4 - Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with 

relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 

L1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

L2 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

L3 - Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
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L4 - Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on 

grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L5 - Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings. 

L6 - Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression.  

 

Topic 1: Investigation and Discovery  

A. The Research Process 

1. Set Research Goals 

2. Learn About Your Topic 

a. Use the Internet 

b. Talk with People 

c. Use Print Resources 

d. Talk with a Librarian 

3. Narrow Your Topic 

4. Develop Research Questions 

5. Prepare to Take Notes 

  B. Searching the Internet 

1. Select Search Engines 

2. Use Specific Keywords and Search Limiters 

a. Use quotation marks 

b. Combine Terms 

c. Exclude Terms 

C. Evaluate Search Engine Results 

  D. Explore a Web Site 

1. Home Page 

2. Menus and Hyperlinks 

3. Icons 

4. Credits and Sponsor 

  E. Using Library Resources 

1. Books 

2. Reference 

3. Newspapers and Periodicals 

4. Audio and Video Resources 

5. E-Resources 

  F. Choosing Nonfiction Sources 

1. Primary and  Secondary Sources 

2. Reference Works 

a. Encyclopedias 
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b. Dictionaries 

c. Almanacs 

d. Atlases 

3. Databases 

4. Nonfiction Books 

a. Title 

b. Subtitle 

c. Copyright Page 

d. Table of Contents 

e. Bibliography 

f. Further Reading 

g. Glossary 

h. Index 

H. Newspapers and Periodicals 

I.   Evaluating Sources 

1. Date – generally published within the last five years 

2. Author – look for credentials  

3. Publisher  

a. a sponsor of a Web site is similar to a publisher 

b. Web addresses indicate reliable publisher 

 (1) .gov 

(2) .org 

(3) .edu 

4. Point of View 

 a. check the accuracy and validity of information 

 b. What is the author’s purpose, to inform or to support? 

 c. Arguments are supported by facts rather than opinions 

 d. Arguments are logical 

 e. Conclusion are based on evidence not on personal values 

5. Usefulness 

J. Evaluating Web Sites 

1. Who created the site? 

2. Why was it created? 

3. Are there errors on the site? 

4. Are there credits? 

5. Could you consult a more reliable source to find the same information? 

K. Evaluating a Nonfiction book 

1. Copyright 

2. Credibility 

3. Author 

L. Evaluating Newspapers and Periodicals 
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1. Well-known and Respected? 

2. When was it Published? 

3. Who is the Author 

4. Are Facts Verifiable? 

M. Suggested Activities – Research Process 

1. Choosing a topic 

2. Narrow Focus 

3. Consider Audience and Purpose 

4. Formulate a Research Question 

5. Make a Research Plan 

6. Find and Evaluate Sources 

7. MLA Format 

8. Works Cited - Using NoodleTools and Easybib 

9. Note-taking 

10. Avoiding Plagiarism 

11. Drafting 

12. Revising 

13. Editing and Publishing 

 

Topic 2: A World View 

A. Mythology – Echoes from Mount Olympus 

1. ―Pandora’s Box‖ 

2. ―The Firebringer‖ 

3. ―Echo and Narcissus‖ 

4. ―Cupid and Psyche‖ 

5. Additional selections 

B. Mythology 

1. The Twelve Labors of Hercules 

2. Hercules Disney DVD 

 

 


