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USCCB 
Course 2 

Course Title:  The Revelation of Jesus Christ in Scripture 
Course Scope:  This is a 1-semester course for 9th graders whose purpose is to give students a general knowledge and 
appreciation of the Sacred Scriptures.  Through this study the hope is that students will come to encounter the living 
Word of God, Jesus Christ.   
Course Sequence:  As laid out below, for use with textbook The Bible – The Living Word of God (St. Mary’s Press) 
Course Length:  1 semester 
 
Course Title:  Jesus Christ, God’s Love Made Visible 
Course Scope:  This is a 1-semester course for 9th graders whose purpose is to introduce students to the mystery of 
Jesus Christ, the living Word of God, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity.  In this course, the student will 
understand that Jesus Christ is the ultimate Revelation to us from God.  In learning about who he is, the students will 
also learn who he calls them to be. 
Course Sequence:  As laid out below (2nd semester), for use with textbook  Jesus Christ:  God’s Love Made Visible (St. 
Mary’s Press) 
Course Length:  1 semester 

 

  



Course 1 KEY UNDERSTANDINGS  
(referenced to USCCB Framework [FW]) 

MATERIALS & 
RESOURCES 

ASSESSMENT  

Aug 19 
(1 session) 

 Getting started for the year 
o Getting to know each other  
o General expectations 
o Introduction to this course 
o Continue as below (if time permits) 

Student Book; 
Catholic Student 
Bible; 1.5 " 
binder with 8 
tabbed dividers 

 

Aug 20-Sept 2 
(10 sessions) 

Unit 1:  How do we know about God? 
 The thirst and desire for God (FW I.A) and student text articles 1-4 
o The natural longing for God (FW I.A.1) 
o God desires and initiates a relationship with each person (FW I.A.2) 
o Only in God can lasting joy and peace be found (FW I.A.3) 

 God revealed in many ways (FW I.B) 
o Natural Revelation (FW I.B.1 and student text articles 5-8) 

 Attested to in Sacred Scripture (FW I.B.1.a) 
 Patristic testimony (FW I.B.1.b) 
 Scholastic theology's arguments for the existence of God (FW 

I.B.1.c) 
 Vatican I:  we can grasp with certainty the existence of God 

through human reason (FW I.B.1.d) 
 Contemporary arguments based on the human person's 

opening to truth, beauty, moral goodness, freedom, voice of 
conscience (FW I.B.1.e) 

o Divine Revelation (FW I.B.2 and student text articles 9-11) 
 Definition/meaning (FW I.B.2.a) 
 Scripture as a divinely inspired record of God's Revelation in 

history (FW I.B.2.b) 
 Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (FW I.B.2.b.1) 
 Moses (FW I.B.2.b.2) 
 OT prophets (FW I.B.2.b.3) 
 Wisdom literature (FW I.B.2.b.4) 
 Preparation through John the Baptist (FW I.B.2.b.5) 

 Jesus Christ, the definitive Word of God (FW I.B.2.c) 
 Isn't the Bible about the past?  Why do people today think it 

applies to them?  (FW VI.D and student text articles 9-10) 

Student Book 
Articles 1-13 and 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit 
test and/or project 



o The transmission of Divine Revelation (FW I.B.3 and student text 
articles 12-13) 
 Apostolic Tradition (FW I.B.3.a) 
 Relationship between Tradition and Sacred Scripture (FW 

I.B.3.b) 
 The Deposit of Faith and the role of the Church (FW I.B.3.c) 
 Why do Catholics maintain beliefs and practices that are not in 

the Bible?  (FW VI.E and student text articles 12-13)  
 Also use Jeff Cavins' article from The Great Adventure series 

entitled "Scripture & Tradition:  From Jewish Roots" 
 Why do some people try to change what the Church teaches 

about Jesus Christ?  (FW VI.F and student text articles 12-13) 

Sept 3-17 
(10 sessions) 

Unit 2:  Overview of Scripture 
 Divine Inspiration (FW II.A and student text article 14) 

o What is inspiration?  (FW II.A.1) 
o God is the principal author of Scripture (FW II.A.2) 
o Human authors used the language and thinking of their time to 

write … and the implications of this for interpreting Scripture 
(FW II.A.3) 

o Inerrancy of the Bible in matters of Revelation and faith (FW 
II.A.4) 

o The Bible is a sacred text for Christians; it contains in the OT 
writings that are sacred for the Jews (FW II.A.5) 

 How the Bible came to be (FW II.B and student text articles 15-18) 
o Oral tradition and its role (FW II.B.1) 
o Development of the written books (FW II.B.2) 
o Setting the canon of Scripture (FW II.B.3) 
o Translations of Scripture (FW II.B.4) 

 Sacred Scripture in the life of the Church (FW II.C, VI.A.1-4 and student 
text articles 71-79) 

o Importance of Sacred Scripture (FW II.C.1) 
o Study of Sacred Scripture (FW II.C.2) 
o Scripture and prayer (FW II.C.3) 
 Liturgy of the Hours (FW II.C.3.a) 
 Scripture at Mass and other liturgies (FW II.C.3.b) 

Student book 
Articles 14-18, 
71-79; 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit 
test and/or project 



 The Psalms and the Our Father (FW II.C.3.c) 
 Lectio divina (FW II.C.3.d) 

 Scripture as basis for individual prayer and for prayer within small 
Christian communities and other settings (FW II.C.3.e) 

 
Sept 18-Oct 1 
(10 sessions) 

Unit 3:  Understanding Sacred Scripture  
 Isn't the Bible just another piece of literature?  (FW VI.B.1-3) 

o It is the inspired Word of God 
o Thus is cannot be either read or understood merely in the same 

way as other literature 
o Scripture always needs to be read or interpreted in the light of the 

Holy Spirit and under the direction of the Church 
 Is the Bible always literally true?  (FW VI.C.1-3) 

o The literalist/fundamentalist approach 
o The historical basis for events recounted in both the OT and NT, 

but the Church does not claim that the Bible's purpose is to 
present scientific or historical facts 

 Authentic interpretation is responsibility of the Magisterium (FW III.A 
and student text article 19; also Jeff Cavins' article from the Great 
Adventure "Scripture and Tradition") 

 Criteria for interpreting Sacred Scripture (FW III.B and student text 
articles 20-21) 
o Read and interpret Scripture within the tradition and teaching of 

the Church (FW II.B.1) 
o Give attention both to what the human authors intended to say 

and to what God reveals to us by their words (FW II.B.2) 
o Take into account the conditions of the time when it was written 

and the culture where it was written (FW II.B.3) 
o Read and interpret Scripture in the light of the same Holy Spirit by 

whom it was written (FW II.B.4) 
o Read and interpret each part of Scriptures with an awareness and 

understanding of the unity of the content and teaching of the 
entire  Bible (FW II.B.5) 

o Be attentive to the analogy of faith, that is, the unity that exists in 
all Church teaching (FW II.B.6) 

Student book 
articles 19-24; 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit 
test and/or project 



 Senses of Scripture (FW III.C and student text article 22) 
o The literal sense (FW III.C.1) 
o The spiritual sense (FW III.C.2) 
 Allegorical sense (FW III.C.2.a) 
 Moral sense (FW III.C.2.b) 
 Anagogical sense (FW III.C.2.c) 

 The Bible in relation to science and history (FW III.D and student text 
article 23) 

 Ancillary approaches to Scripture (FW III.E and student text article 
24) 

Oct 2-8 
(5 sessions) 

Unit 4:  Overview of the  Bible  
 Old Testament (FW IV.A and student text articles 25-27) 
 New Testament (FW IV.B and student text articles 28-30) 
 The unity of the OT and the NT (FW IV.C) 

Student book 
articles 25-30; 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit 
test and/or project 

Oct 9-21 
(9 sessions) 

Unit 5:  Revelation in the Old Testament (Genesis  Historical 
Books)  
 Creation (student text article 31) 
 Sin and God's response (student text article 32) 
 Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (FW I.B.2.b.1 and student text articles 33-34) 
 Moses (FW I.B.2.b.2 and student text articles 35-38) 
 Brief overview of the Historical Books (student text articles 39-42) 

Student book 
articles #31-42;  
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit 
test and/or project 

Oct 22-Nov 5 
(9 sessions) 

Unit 6:  Revelation in the OT (Prophets, Wisdom Literature, 
preparation through John the Baptish) 
 The prophetic books (FW I.B.2.b.3 and student text articles 43-47) 
 Wisdom literature (FW I.B.2.b.4 and student text articles 48-52) 
 Preparation through John the Baptist (FW I.B.2.b.5 and student text 

article xx) 

Student text 
articles # 43-52; 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit 
test and/or project 

Nov 6-19 
(10 sessions) 

Unit 7:  Intro to the Gospels and Revelation in the Synoptic Gospels 
 The Gospels occupy the central place in Scripture (FW V.A.1-3 and 

student text article 53) 
 Three stages in the formation of the Gospels (FW V.B and student text 

article 54) 
 Why 4 Gospels?  (Student text article 55) 
 The Synoptic Gospels (FW V.C.1-4.a-g and student text articles 56-61) 

Student Text 
Articles # 53-61;  
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit 
test and/or project 



 Definition (student text p 165) 
 Approximate dates for each Gospel 
 What is known about each of these Evangelists 
 The churches for whom each wrote 
 The content of the synoptic Gospels  
o Infancy narratives in Matthew and Luke 
o The Baptism of Jesus 
o The Temptation of Jesus 
o Sermon on the Mount (Matthew); Sermon on the Plain (Luke)  
o Jesus' teaching, including the parables 
o The miracles 
o Last Supper, the Passion, Death, Resurrection, Ascension  

Nov 20-Dec 8 
(8 sessions) 

Unit 8:  The Gospel of John (FW V.D) 
 Approximate date of the Gospel and churches for which John wrote 

(FW V.D.1 and student text article 62) 
 What is known about John (FW V.D.2 and student text article 62) 
 Content of John's Gospel (FW V.D.3.a-f and student text articles 62-66) 

 Prologue 
 Christ's dialogues, personal testimony 
 More mystical 
 Miracles are signs of Christ's glory & divinity 
 The Bread of Life discourse 
 Christ's Last Supper discourse and priestly prayer 
 The Passion,  Death, Resurrection 

Student text 
articles #62-66; 
Catholic  Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit 
test and/or project 

Dec 9-10 
(2 sessions -
Do only if time 
permits; there 
is nothing in 
the FW guide) 

Unit 9:  The First Christians:  Witnesses to the New Covenant (no  FW 
references) 
 The Acts of the Apostles (student text article 67) 
 The Pauline Letters (student text article 68) 
 The Catholic Letters (student text article 69) 
 The Book of Revelation (student text article 70) 

Student text 
articles #67-70; 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit 
test and/or project 

Dec 11-15 
(3 sessions) 

Wrap-Up and review 
The Bible in a Minute (youTube link) 

  

Dec 16-17 Semester Exams   



 

  



 

USCCB 
Course 2 

KEY UNDERSTANDINGS  
(referenced to USCCB Framework [FW]) 

MATERIALS & 
RESOURCES 

ASSESSMENTS 

 Introduction to the Course 
 Getting started for the year 
o Introduction of this course 
o Review of Expectations 

 Begin Unit 1 (see below) 

Student Book; 
Catholic Student 
Bible; 1.5 " 
binder with 8 
tabbed dividers 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit test 
and/or project 

Jan 5-15 
(9 classes) 

Unit 1:  What is Revelation? 
 Review pertinent concepts from previous semester (See Step 5 p 22 of 

TM) 
o God and Revelation   

 Revelation:  God’s gift of himself (FW I.A.1.a) 
 The divine plan is disclosed through salvation history (FW 

I.A.a.b) 
o Scripture, Tradition, the Deposit of Faith (FW I.A.2) 

 Scripture is the inspired record of God's Revelation in history 
 Tradition is the living transmission of the message of the Gospel 

in the Church 
 The fullness of Revelation is reflected in the life and teaching of 

the Catholic Church (FW I.B.4) 
o Jesus Christ's revelation about God 

 Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of God's promise to Adam & Eve 
and to the people of ancient Israel (FW II.A.1.a) 

 Jesus Christ reveals the Father to us, who we are, and our call to 
holiness (FW II.C) 

o There are some who dismiss God’s Revelation and say that the 
beliefs and doctrines taught by the Church have been made up by 
members of the Church. How can we be sure that what the Catholic 
Church teaches has come from God? (FW V.E.) 
 We can be sure that what the Church teaches has come from 

God because of Apostolic Tradition and Apostolic Succession. 
(FW V.E.1) 

 What was revealed in and through Jesus Christ was entrusted 

Student Book 
Articles: 
11-14, 
16-20, 
21-24; 
 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit test 
and/or project 



to Saint Peter and the Apostles, who were taught directly by 
Jesus. They in turn passed on those beliefs through those who 
succeeded them. (FW V.E.1.a) 

 Through the centuries, the popes and bishops, the successors of 
Saint Peter and the Apostles, have carefully transmitted to the 
generations whom they shepherd the truths revealed and 
taught by Jesus Christ (FW  V.E.1.b) 

 Jesus Christ promised his Apostles that he would be with the 
Church until the end of time (Matthew 28:20). (FW V.E.1.c) 

 Christ has also given the Church a share in his own infallibility 
(FW V.E.2) 

 What does God want for us?  What is his plan for us (See Step 6, p 26 of 
TM) 
o What does it mean to be in communion with God? (Step 6 of TM) 
o Humans are "by nature and vocation" religious beings 
o Through the priesthood and the Sacraments of the Church, God 

continues to offer us his life and love. 
 How can we know God really exists? (FW V.A.1-4) (See Steps 3, 4, 6 p 

20 of TM) 
o We know of his love because he tells us of his loving plan to save us:  

in Scripture, which is the living Word of God (FW V.B.2.a) 
o Even without the Bible and Divine Revelation, we can know God 

really exists through reason and through experience (FW V.A.1) 
 Reason and experience can teach us to accept the word of other 

believers.  (FW V.A.3) 
 The testimony and witness of others who have gone before us: 

people whose stories appear in the Bible; Apostles, saints, and 
martyrs (FW V.A.3.b) 

 The faith of people we know today: the Pope and the bishops in 
union with him; priests and deacons; parents, grandparents, 
and other family members; teachers and catechists; the witness 
of fellow Catholics as well as the witness of non-Catholic 
believers  (FW  V.A.3.c) 

o By looking around at creation, reason and experience can point to 
God’s existence. (FW V.A.2) (See Step 6, p 28 of TM) 
 The order and beauty of the natural world point to God as the 



origin and Creator of the universe. (FW V.A.2.a) 
 Creation did not happen by chance; throughout history the 

Church has taught that someone had to be behind it, and that 
someone is God.  (FW V.A.2.b) 

 The natural law written upon each person’s heart and the 
longing for God that each person has also point to God’s 
existence. (FW V.A.2.c) 

o We can also know God exists through faith. For those who do 
believe, through faith as well as prayer and grace, they can grow in 
the knowledge and experience of the reality of God and his 
existence (FW V.A.4) (See Step 6, p 29 of TM) 

o God helps us know and sense his love through the people and 
events of our lives (FW V.B.1.c) (See Step 6, p 29 of TM) 
 

Jan 19-Feb 10 
(dates 

encompass 
CSW – no 

regular class 
sessions 

(12 classes) 

Unit 2:  Jesus’ Revelation About God 
 God's love for us (Steps 3-5 of TM, pp 38-43 

o The nature of love (Step 3, p 38 of TM) 
o Scripture passages that tell of God's love for us (Step 4, p 39 of TM) 
o Read part of Pope Benedict XVI's encyclical God is Love (Step 5, p 40 

of TM) 
 The  mystery of the Trinity (Step 6, of 43 of TM) 

o The mystery, trust, faith relationship (p 45 of TM) 
 The Revelation of Jesus about God (Jn 14:9). (FW II.B) (Steps 8-9 of TM) 

o God is Trinity: one in three Divine Persons. (FW II.B.1) 
 This is the central mystery of our faith. (FW II.B.1.a) 
 The Divine Persons are distinct from one another. The 

Divine Persons are distinct from one another. (FW II.B.1.b) 
 The Divine Persons are relative to one another; each is God 

whole and entire; all three persons share the same 
attributes, i.e., all-loving, eternal, etc. (FW II.B.1.c) 

 Each Divine Person shows forth what is proper to him, 
especially in the Incarnation and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
(FW II.B.1.d) 

o God is the Father: Jesus Christ’s Father and our Father.  (FW II.B.2) 
 Jesus teaches us that God is loving, caring, healing, 

forgiving, true, just. (FW II.B.2.a) 

Student Book 
Articles: 
1-5, 
6-10; 
 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit test 
and/or project 



 God the Father’s love is faithful and eternal. (FW II.B.2.b) 
 The Three Divine Persons of the Trinity. (FW II.C) (Steps 10-11 of TM) 

o The First Person of the Trinity: God the Father. (FW II.C.1) 
 God the Father is the source of all that is, visible and 

invisible. (FW II.C.1.a) 
 God is Father in relation to the Son from all eternity. (FW 

II.C.1.b) 
 God is Father to all those baptized as his adopted sons and 

daughters through and in the Son. (FW II.C.1.c) 
 God the Father of mercy also cares for the unbaptized (FW 

II.C.1.d) 
o The Second Person of the Trinity: God the Son. (FW II.C.2) 

 Jesus Christ is eternally begotten and incarnate in time. (FW 
II.C.2.a) 

 Son of God, true God, consubstantial with the Father. (FW 
II.C.2.b) 

 Son of Mary, true man; the perfection of who we are created 
to be (FW II.C.2.c) 

 Savior and Redeemer. (FW II.C.2.d) 
o The Third Person of the Trinity: the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 

of life.  (FW II.C.3) 
 Eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son. (FW 

II.C.3.a) 
 Only fully revealed by Jesus. (FW II.C.3.b) 
 Sanctifier of the Church and her members, e.g., fruits and 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit. (FW II.C.3.c) 
 The development of Trinitarian theology in the early councils of the 

Church (CCC, 245–248). (FW II.4) (Steps 12-13 of TM) 
o The struggles of the Church to maintain apostolic faith in light of 

Christological controversies and heresies (CCC, 249–252). (FW 
II.4.a) 

o Church teaching articulated to battle Gnosticism, Arianism, 
Nestorianism, Monophysitism (CCC, 464–469  (FW II.4.b) 

 What difference does a Trinitarian God make in my life? (Step 14, p 54 of 
TM) 
o Our faith relationship with God:  Father, Son, Spirit (FW I.B.1.c) 



o God continually calls us to union with  him in the Son through the 
Holy Spirit by means of a life of holiness (FW V.B.3.iii) 

Feb 16-26 
(9 classes) 

Unit 3:  Who is Jesus?  (Mystery of the Incarnation) 
 Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man. (FW III.A) 
o  Jesus Christ, a Divine Person, is truly the Son of God, who, without 

ceasing to be God and Lord, became man and our brother. (FW 
III.A.1) 
  Jesus Christ took on a human nature. (Steps 3-4 of TM, pp 64-

65) 
 The Eternal Son of God incarnate worked with human 

hands; he thought with a human mind. He acted with a 
human will, and with a human heart he loved. He was like 
us in all things except sin. Man’s creator has become man. 
(FW III.A.2) 

 Jesus showed his humanity in every event of his human life 
(FW III.A.3) 

 In his family life, his friendships, and his socialization with 
others we see him experience human joy and happiness and 
demonstrate human virtues. (FW III.A.3.a) 

 Questions about references in the Gospels to the brothers 
and sisters of Jesus (FW V.F.2) 

 Through things such as hunger and thirst in the desert, 
temptation by the Devil, grief at the death of Lazarus, agony 
in the garden at Gethsemane, and his death on the cross, we 
know that he also experienced pain, suffering, and sorrow. 
In his human encounter with the sick and the outcast, he 
personified compassion. (FW III.A.3.b) 

 The Incarnation (Steps 5-6, 10 of TM) 

Student Book 
Articles 25, 27-
32; 
 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit test 
and/or project 



 Etymology of the word 'Incarnation' (Step 5, p 66 of TM) 
 The human and divine perspectives on the Incarnation in 

the opening stories of the Gospel of Luke and the Gospel of 
John (Step 6, p 67 of TM) 

 The unity of the two natures in the one Person is called the 
“hypostatic union”. (FW III.A.4) (Step 10, p 71 of TM) 

 Jesus Christ intercedes for us (Jn 14:13, 16:24) (FW 
III.C.4.b.iii) 

 Timeline of main events in Jesus' life (Step 7, p 69 of TM) 
 

Feb 29-Mar 
10 

(9 classes) 

Unit 4:  Jesus’ Relationships with Mary and the Disciples 
 Getting to know Mary, Jesus' mother (Step 4, p 82 of TM) 
 Unique role of Mary, the Mother of God (FW II.C.5) (Step 5, p 83 of TM) 

o The Annunciation and Mary’s “yes” (FW II.C.5.a) 
o Mary, an unparalleled recipient of God’s grace:  Immaculate 

Conception, Assumption (FW II.C.5.b) 
o Ever Virgin (FW II.C.5.c) 

 Gospel references to brothers & sisters of Jesus (FW II.C.5.c.i) 
o Do Catholics pray to Mary? (FW V.F.1)  
o Mary is first disciple and model of faith (FW II.C.5.e) 
o Jesus shares his relationship with his mother with us so that we all 

have a mother to whom we can go. 
 Mary is Mother of the Church (FW II.C.5.d) 

o We do not worship Mary, but we venerate her and the saints; 
worship belongs to God alone. (FW V.F.1.a) 

o Mary does not have the power to answer prayers on her own (FW 
V.F.1.b) 
 Prayer to Mary is intercessory prayer; she is in a particularly 

unique relationship with her Son and she asks him to help us. 
(FW V.F.1.c) 

 The Litany of Loreto (Step 6, p 86 of TM) 
 Jesus' relationship with his disciples (Steps 8-9, p 88 of TM) 

o We can have the privileged relationship with Jesus that the disciples 
enjoyed with him. 

Student Book 
Articles: 
26,  
66-67 
 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit test 
and/or project 



Mar 11-Apr 4 
(includes 

Spring Break 
dates) 

(10 classes) 

Unit 5:  Jesus Christ teaches us about ourselves; Jesus teaches what it 
means to love God and others. 
 Jesus Christ reveals the Father to us, who we are, and our call to 

holiness. (FW IV.C) 
o By becoming man, and by his death and Resurrection, Jesus Christ 

unites us to God. (FW IV.C.1) 
o We become the free adopted children of the Father through 

Baptism (Galatians, chapter 4; FW IV.C.2) 
o We are conformed to Christ and can grow in holiness and 

goodness. (FW IV.C.3) 
o Lessons from the Sermon on the Mount:  Mt 5-7 (FW IV.C.3.a) 

(Steps 3-5, pp 99-102 of TM) 
 Matthew's Sermon on the Mount and Luke's Sermon on the 

Plain (Step 3) 
 The Beatitudes (Step 3) 
 Does God really want us to be happy? (FW V.D) (Step 3, p 

101 of TM) 
o Yes. From the beginning of Creation, God has created us 

to be happy both in this world and in the next and has 
shown us the ways to be truly happy. Unhappiness was 
caused by people themselves when they did not or 
would not listen to him (FW V.D.1) 

o God sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, so that we might be 
saved (John 3:16); that confident hope is the cause for 
happiness in spite of suffering. (FW  V.D.2) 

o Jesus Christ taught us all he did so that we might share 
in his joy (John 15:11), which shows us again his desire 
for our happiness (FW V.D.3) 

o The blueprint for true discipleship and happiness is 
found in Christ’s teaching of the Beatitudes (Matthew 
5:2–10) (FW V.D.4) (Step 3, p 101 of TM) 

o True joy is the mark of followers of Christ (Philippians 
4:4; FW V.D.5) 

 He teaches us to pray and teaches us through prayer (FW 
IV.C.4) ( Step 5, p 102 of TM) 

 God is our Father, whom we approach through prayer (Mt 

Student Book 
Articles 49-57, 
62-65; 
 
Catholic Student 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
Q&A sessions, 
assignments, unit test 
and/or project 



6:9–13; Lk 11:2–4) (FW IV.C.4.c.ii) 
 What is prayer?  (Text Article 62) 
 Going off by himself to pray teaches us the importance of 

finding time for prayer (Mark 1:35, 6:46; Luke 5:16). (FW 
IV.C.4.a.i) 

 Jesus Christ teaches his Apostles and disciples to pray 
(Matthew 7:7–11). (FW IV.C.4.a.ii) 

 Jesus teaches the importance of perseverance in prayer 
(Luke 11:5–13, 18:1–8). (FW IV.C.4.a.iii) 

 Jesus teaches us to approach prayer with humility and a 
sense of need (Luke 18:9–14). (FW IV.C.4.c.i) 

 Jesus' teaching about fasting (Step 5) 
 Jesus' teaching about almsgiving (Step 5) 

o Jesus Christ intercedes for us (John 14:13, 16:24). (FW IV.C.4.c.iii) 
o Parables and other teachings of Jesus Christ. (FW IV.C.3.b) (Step 6-

7, pp 103-106 of TM) 
 The short parables about the treasure in the field and the 

pearl of great price (p 105 of TM) 
 The parable of the Great Feast (p 105 of TM) 
 The Parable of the Lost Sheep (p 106 of TM) 
 The Parable of the Lost Coin 
 The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
 Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life? (Mark 

10:17–22). (FW IV.C.3.c) (Step 8, p 106 of TM) 
 The Parable of the Last Judgment (Matthew 25:31–46) and 

lessons it teaches about Jesus and neighbor.  (FW IV.C.3.3) 
(Step 9, p 108 of TM) 

 The Two Great Commandments: love of God and love of 
neighbor. (FW IV.C.3.d) (Step 10, p 109 of TM) 

o All of Jesus' teaching point to the Kingdom of God (Step 11, p 112 
of TM) 



Apr 5-25 
(includes 
IOWA test 

dates) 
(9 classes) 

Unit 6:  Jesus Models What It Means to Love God and Others 
 What are we made for?  (Step 3, p 122 of TM) 
 All events of Christ’s life are worthy of reflection and imitation (FW 

II.A.c) (Step 4, p 123 of TM) 
 Jesus teaches us about ourselves  

o Jesus embodies what has been revealed in the through creation 
(FW IV.A) (Steps 5-9, pp 125-131 of TM) 
 God created the human person in his image and likeness; 

male and females he created them.  This is why we must 
respect the dignity of all people. (FW IV.A.1) 

 Image & likeness of God 
 Male & female 
 Dignity of all 
 To be fully human means to fully accept and become the 

person God created us to be, a human person endowed with 
special gifts which reflect God:  immortality, intellect, free 
will, the ability to love. (FW IV.A.2) 

 Immortality 
 Intellect 
 Free will  
 Ability to love 
 God has entrusted his creation to us; we are stewards 

charged with procreating and protecting life and using the 
rest of creation respectfully. (FW IV.A.4) (Step 10, p 132 of 
TM) 

 God wants us to make morally good decisions but gives us 
the free will to choose him and his way of life or to reject 
him. (Step 11, p 133 of TM) 

 Jesus invites us to believe in him, to invite him into our 
hearts, and to follow him and his teachings as the path that 
leads to life. (FW IV.B.1) (Step 12, p 134 of TM) 
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Apr 26-May 6 
(9 classes) 

Unit 7:  Jesus, the Savior 
 What does God want for us? 

o The Incarnation affirmed that we are created as good, but in need 
of salvation, and are meant for eternal glory with God.  The 
Incarnation also describes how God continues to work out our 
sanctification in the world; e.g., Church, Sacraments, priesthood.  
(FW II.A.d) 
 We are human persons destined to share in the eternal glory 

of the One who created us in perfect goodness and redeemed 
us in perfect love. (Step 3, p 144 of TM) 
o Created, redeemed, bound for glory (Text Article 44) 
o The loss of Original Blessing 
o Salvation history overview/recap 

 Jesus saves us from the consequences of our sins and gives us eternal 
life (Steps 5-6, pp 148-149 of TM). 
o Through the merits of Jesus Christ, humanity has regained the 

chance to spend eternal life with God 
o Religious meanings of salvation, redemption, Lord (in light of 

current cultural understanding of these terms) (Step 4, p 146) 
 Christ continues his presence in the world through the Church. (FW 

II.A.b) (Step 7, p 150 of TM). 
o Willingness to believe and trust in what Jesus has taught us about 

God, about ourselves, and about how to live (FW I.B.2.b) 
o The Church was founded by Jesus Christ. (FW I.B.4.a) 
o The Church is the Body of Christ in the world (FW I.B.4.b) 

 The Church is a unity of one faith in one Lord through one 
Baptism (FW I.B.4.c) 

o The Magisterium guards and hands on the Deposit of Faith and is 
entrusted with the authentic interpretation of Revelation. (FW 
I.B.4.d)  

o Jesus lives now and establishes a relationship with each and every 
one of us, particularly through the sacramental life of the Church. 
(FW V.B.1.b.ii) 

o He also tells us through the liturgy of the Church, speaking to us in 
the Scripture and giving himself to us in the sacraments, especially 
the Eucharist. (FW V.B.2.b, c)  
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 The Catholic understanding of death and life after death (Step 8, p 151 
of TM) 
o Jesus tells us of the goal in this life and of the end of life (FW IV.D) 

 The Communion of Saints (FW IV.D.1) 
 Four last things (FW IV.D.2) 

o Death (FW IV.D.2.a) 
o Judgment:  Particular and Final (FW IV.D.2.b) 

 Purgatory (FW IV.D.2.b.i) 
o Heaven (FW IV.D.2.c) 
o Hell (FW IV.D.2.d) 

 The mystery of suffering:  does God really love us?  (Step 9, p 153 of 
TM) 
o God loves us deeply, even in the midst of suffering, because he 

reveals his love to us in many ways, especially in Christ's taking 
our suffering upon himself for our sake. (FW V.B.1) 

o The suffering and death of Jesus shows and proves God's love for 
us. (FW V.B.1.b) 

o How can people say that God is good if suffering and evil are 
present in the world? (FW V.C) 
 Suffering that exists in the world is not something caused by 

God or sent by God; God only brings about what is good for 
he is goodness itself. When there is evil and suffering, God 
does not cause it, but sometimes he does permit it for 
reasons we cannot now know or understand. (FW V.C.1) 

 Evil is a reality and a mystery, that is, it is hard to 
understand the why of it. Some evil and suffering are a result 
of the work of the Devil or Satan (FW V.C.2).  

 Some suffering is the result of human sin and is not from 
God. It was God who gave us free will; sin is the result of the 
misuse of this gift (FW V.C.3). 

 The Passion and death of Jesus can help us to see beyond 
suffering and remind us that God is present with us in our 
suffering, pain, and death; our own personal suffering when 
united to Jesus’ suffering becomes redemptive for ourselves 
and others (FW V.C.4). 

 Scripture tries to help us understand suffering: the Psalms, 



the story of Job, and the prophets offer insights and 
consolation. In particular, the Resurrection of Jesus can help 
us see beyond suffering to hope and to eternal life (FW 
V.C.5). 

 Natural disasters can be understood in part as a result of 
Original Sin and also because the world is in a state of 
journeying toward ultimate perfection (FW V.C.7); they are 
not signs of God’s displeasure or punishment. 

o Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life (FW V….) 
 Jesus established his Church to help people find true 

happiness and  joy. (FW V.D.6) 

May 9-19 
(9 classes) 

Unit 8:  Faith and Discipleship – A Personal Response to  God 
 The meaning of faith (Steps 4-5, p 164 of  TM) 

o Faith is a response to Revelation, a response to an encounter 
with Christ (FW I.B) 

o Faith is a grace that enables an assent of mind, heart, and will 
(FW I.B.1.a) 

o Faith is a willingness to believe and trust in what God has 
communicated to us (FW I.B.1.b) 

o Faith is a relationship with God:  Father, Son, HS (FW I.B.1.c) 
o The relationship between faith and religion (FW I.B.3) 

 Religion refers to a set of beliefs and practices followed 
by those committed to the service and worship of God 
(FW I.B.3.a) 

 Faith is different from religion (FW I.B.3.b) 
 Faith in Jesus Christ leads to discipleship (FW I.B.2) (Step 7, p 168 of 

TM) 
o Recognition and acceptance of him as the Son of God who died 

to save us from our sins (FW I.B.2.a) 
o Willingness to believe and trust in what Jesus has taught us 

about the Triune God, about ourselves, and about how to live 
(FW I.B.2.b) 

o This faith has practical implications for daily life and one's 
relationship with Christ (FW I.B.2.c) 
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o Involves active participation in the  Church community and 
working to spread the faith by word and example (FW I.B.2.d) 

 Jesus Christ redeems us and gives us his grace so that we can choose 
the good according to God's will; and resist sin and its effects (FW 
IV.B) (Steps 8-9, p 169 of TM) 

o Jesus invites us to believe in him, to invite him into our hearts, 
and to follow him and his teaching as the path that leads to life 
(FW IV.A.1) 

o He reveals to us the way to repentance and conversion, 
teaching us to leave sin behind and to live a new life in him 
(FW IV.A.2) 

o He teaches us how to be single-hearted in our desire for God 
(FW IV.A.3) 

 Jesus sends out his disciples to evangelize (Lk 10:1-20; Mt 28:16-20) 
(FW IV.C.5) 

 God continually calls us to union with him in his Son through the HS 
by means of a life of holiness (FW V.B.1.b.iii) 
 

May 20-25 Wrap-Up and review   
May 26-27 Semester Exams   

 


