
Cycle
(9 Weeks/ Days Spent)
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Unit/Concepts/TEKs

WG Unit 01: Physical  
Geography:

• Geographic Tools, 
Systems 

• Physical Systems, 
Physical Processes, 
Weather & Climate, 
Region 

• Forces of Change, 
Physical Environment, 
Climate, 
Interdependence, 
Innovation 

• Human-Environmental 
Interaction, Physical 
and Human 
Processes, Adaptation 
& Modification 
Innovation 

WG Unit 02: Human 
Geography

• Distributions and 
Patterns, Economic 
Systems, Maps, 

Key Understanding

• Geographers use tools 
to study the 
interactions between 
the physical and 
human landscapes of 
Earth.

• Natural systems that 
create unique 
ecosystems around 
the world compose the 
physical environment 
of Earth.

• Physical forces cause 
change in the Earth's 
landscape over time 
which alter the human 
landscape and force 
adaptations and 
modifications to the 
environment.

• Humans modify and 
adapt to the physical 
environment to meet 
their social, political, 
and economic needs.

• The physical 
environment and 
distribution of 
resources determines 
settlement patterns.

• Social, political, and 
economic factors 
determine population 

Resources/Materials/ 
Activities

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

Assessment Stem

Basic: Identify the four 
oceans and seven 
continents.
On-Level: Explain the 
relationship between 
humans and their 
environment.
Advanced: Predict the 
continued movements 
of the Earth's plates.

Basic: Recognize why 
population patterns 
center around natural 
resources.
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Cultural Patterns
• Population and 

Demographics, Data, 
Migration

• Places, Regions, 
Character of a Place

• Culture, Economic 
Systems, Impact, 
Cultural Traits, Factors

WG Unit 03: United States  
and Canada

• Regions, Patterns
• Patterns, Settlements
• Migration, Factors
• Human-Environmental 

Interaction, Adaptation, 
Natural Hazard

• Relationships

trends and 
demographics in a 
region.

• Unique physical and 
human characteristics 
define places and 
regions and often 
change over time. 

• Social, political, and 
economic factors affect 
cultures and cause 
changes in the cultures 
over time. 

• Physical, political, 
social, and economic 
patterns identify 
regions.

• Push and pull factors 
may control location 
and distribution of 
cities and settlements 
in the United States.

• Political, social, and 
environmental factors 
determine human 
migration.

• An interdependent 
relationship forms 
between people and 
the environment which 
changes with 
adaptations and effect 
of natural hazards.

• Countries connect and 
become 
interdependent 

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

On-Level: Explain how 
physical and human 
characteristics can 
affect a region over 
time.
Advanced: Describe 
some social, political, 
and economic factors 
that can affect a culture.

Basic: Be able to 
identify the states and 
capitals of the United 
States.
On-Level: Understand 
what factors contribute 
to population patterns in 
the United States and 
Canada.
Advanced: Explain the 
relationship between the 
cultures and examine 
their trade 
interdependency. 
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WG Unit 04: Latin America
• Physical Geography, 

Patterns
• Regional Development, 

Factors
• Culture, Factors
• Government, Economic 

development, Standard 
of Living

Unit 05: Europe
• Human-Environment 

through political, 
economic, social, and 
cultural factors.

• Physical landscape 
and climate often 
changes settlement 
patterns and helps 
shape population 
distribution.

• Social, Political, and 
Economic factors 
produce diversity and 
shape the levels of 
development of a 
region.

• Political, economic, 
and social factors 
shape the culture of a 
region and change 
over time.

• Political instability 
contributes to unstable 
economic development 
and standards of living 
for the citizens living in 
a region.

• The physical 
landscape and 
environment often 
shape the political, 
economic, and social 
characteristics of a 
place.

• People modify the 

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

Basic: Identify the 
countries of Latin 
America.
On-Level: Explain why 
population growth is a 
major concern for the 
region.
Advanced: Predict 
problems that are likely 
to arise in the future if 
the population continues 
to increase at its 
present rate.



2.20
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Interaction, 
Characteristics

• Modification, Physical 
Environment

• Culture, Characteristics
• Culture, Human-

Environmental 
Interaction

• Migration, Cultural 
Characteristics

• Economics, 
Globalization

WG Unit 06: Russia and 
The Republics

• Physical Geography, 
Patterns

• History, Change
• Demographics, 

physical environment 
of a region to meet 
human needs.

• Political, economic, 
and social 
characteristics 
contribute to the 
distinctive cultural 
development of a 
place.

• Cultures change over 
time through human 
and environmental 
interactions.

• Movement of people 
impacts the cultural 
characteristics of a 
place.

• Globalization of 
peoples and 
economies requires 
balancing both 
individual and 
collective wants and 
needs.

• The physical 
landscape, climate, 
and resources modify 
settlement patterns 
and the development 
of human populations.

• The events and actions 
of individuals and 
nations shape history.

• Demographic data can 
illustrate political, 

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

Basic: Identify the 
countries of Europe.
On-Level: Explain how 
the history of Europe 
affects the region.
Advanced: Examine the 
affects of the European 
Union on the economy 
of the area.

Basic: Identify the major 
cities of Russia.
On-Level: Distinguish 
the events that have 
characterized the 
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Characteristics
• Culture, Cultural 

Diffusion, Cultural 
Change

WG Unit 07: Middle East,  
North Africa, and 
Southwest Asia

• Patterns, Distributions
• Relationships, Human-

Environment Interaction
• Culture, Social, Political, 

and Economic Factors
• Culture, Change
• Power, Conflict
• Place, Characteristics
• Perception, Change

economic, and social 
characteristics of a 
country. 

• Political, economic, 
and social 
characteristics of a 
place mold cultures.

• Cultures change over 
time.

• The physical 
environment and 
distribution of 
resources often 
determine settlement 
patterns.

• The physical 
environment often 
determines the human 
activity in a region and 
creates 
interdependency 
between cultures.

• Social, political, and 
economic factors 
shape cultures and 
settlement patterns of 
people.

• Cultures change over 
time.

• Conflict arises when 
stability is threatened 
by changes in power 
and access to 
resources.

• A place has unique 
physical and human 

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

region.
Advanced: What 
explanation do you have 
for the fall of the Soviet 
Union?

Basic: Identify the 
countries of the Middle 
East, North Africa, and 
Southwest Asia
On-Level: Identify the 
major factors that lead 
to instability in the 
region.
Advanced: Why do you 
think this region is 
experiencing so many 
civil uprisings?



3.15

WG Unit 08: Sub-Saharan 
Africa

• Patterns, Distributions
• Human-Environment 

Interaction
• Modification, Needs
• Culture, Change
• Conflict, Resources
• Conflict, Place

characteristics that 
change over time.

• Human perceptions 
and cultural 
differences establish 
the importance of a 
place and may change 
over time.

• The physical 
environment and 
distribution of 
resources affects 
settlement patterns 
and economic 
activities.

• People and their 
environment form 
interdependent 
relationships.

• People modify the 
environment to meet 
their social, economic, 
and political needs.

• Cultures change and 
evolve over time due 
to social, political, and 
economic factors.

• Poverty, disease, and 
access to resources 
threaten the stability of 
a place and may lead 
to conflict.

• Conflict affects social, 
political, and economic 
characteristics of a 
place.

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

Basic: Identify the 
countries of Sub-
Saharan Africa
On-Level: Discuss the 
problems that will arise 
as the Sahara Desert 
expands, leaving less 
liveable land.
Advanced: Make a plan 
to solve issues such as 
poverty, disease, and 
lack of resources for this 
region.
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WG Unit 09: South Asia
• Patterns, Distributions
• Human-Environment 

Interaction
• Modification, Needs
• Population Dynamics, 

Time
• Cultural Patterns, 

Factors

WG Unit 10: East Asia
• Human-Environment 

Interaction

• The physical 
environment and 
distribution of 
resources affects 
settlement patterns 
and economic and 
political activity.

• Interdependent 
relationships form 
between people and 
their environment.

• People modify the 
environment to meet 
their social, political, 
and economic needs.

• Social, political, and 
economic factors 
determine the 
dynamics of the 
population in a country.

• Population dynamics 
change over time.

• Social, political, and 
economic factors often 
create and change the 
cultural patterns of a 
region.

• An interdependent 
relationship forms 
between people and 
their environment.

• People modify the 
environment to meet 
their social, economic, 

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

Basic: Identify the 
countries of South Asia.
On-Level: How has the 
physical geography of 
the region affected 
population patterns?
Advanced: How would 
you explain the reason 
Gandhi’s nonviolence 
revolution was 
successful?

Basic: Identify the 
countries of East Asia.



4.14
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• Modification, Needs
• Population Dynamics, 

Time
• Economic Systems, 

Factors
• Cultural Factors, 

Change

WG Unit 11: Southeast  
Asia

• Patterns, Distribution, 
Political Activity

• Human-Environment 
Interaction

• Environment, Needs
• Economic Systems, 

Factors
• Culture, Factors

and political needs.
• Social, political, and 

economic factors 
determine population 
dynamics and change 
over time.

• Physical and cultural 
factors determine the 
economic development 
and growth of a region.

• Social, political, and 
economic factors 
contribute to cultural 
changes over time.

• The physical 
environment and 
distribution of 
resources determines 
and affects settlement 
patterns and economic 
and political activity.

• An interdependent 
relationship forms 
between people and 
the environment due to 
physical processes.

• People modify the 
environment to meet 
their social, economic, 
and political needs.

• Economic growth and 
development occurs in 
a region due to 
favorable physical and 
cultural factors.

• Social, political, and 

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

On-Level: Explain how 
religion has influenced 
population growth in the 
region.
Advanced: How has 
globalization changed 
the economy of the 
region?

Basic: Identify the 
countries of Southeast 
Asia.
On-Level: How has the 
environment affected 
the development of the 
region?
Advanced: Predict the 
outcome if global 
warming continues and 
the ocean level rises.
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WG Unit 12: Australia and 
Oceania

• Patterns, Distributions, 
Relationships, 
Environment

• Human-Environment 
Interaction

• Environment, Needs, 
Modifications

• Place, Characteristics
• Culture, Factors

economic factors 
contribute to the 
development of a 
culture and change the 
culture over time.

• The physical 
environment and 
distribution of 
resources affects and 
determines settlement 
patterns and economic 
and political activity.

• An interdependent 
relationship forms 
between people and 
their environment.

• People modify the 
environment to meet 
their social, economic, 
and political needs.

• Distinctive social, 
political, and economic 
characteristics form 
the character of a 
place.

• Social, political, and 
economic factors affect 
the cultures and often 
change the culture 
over time.

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research

Basic: Identify the 
countries of the region.
On-Level: Discuss the 
major factors that have 
changed the culture 
over time.
Advanced: Predict the 
outcome if global 
warming continues and 
the ocean level rises.


