
Cycle
9 Weeks/ Days Spent

1.35

Concepts/TEKs/Unit

US Unit 01: American 
Beginnings to 1877

• Chronology/Eras
• Political Issues
• Social Issues
• Economic Growth, 
Property Rights

Key Understanding

• Historical events and 
issues define the 
characteristics of an 
era.
• Political issues arise 
from conflict between 
groups with opposing 
views.
• Rapid domestic 
change generates 
social issues which 
may persist for 
generations or lead to 
dramatic social 
improvements.
• Expansion and 
settlement of a new 
nation leads to social, 
economic, and political 
conflict.

• Rapid economic 
changes often benefit a 
select few and create 
rifts between social 
classes.
• A demographic shift in 
population patterns 
occurs when there is 
economic development 

Assessment

Basic: Understand the 
relationship between 
cause and effect in 
history.
On-Level: Describe the 
historical events leading 
to the major wars of 
early American society.
Advanced: Present 
possible alternatives 
that could have 
changed events that led 
to war and describe 
probable outcomes.

Resources/Materials

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research



1.10/
2.15

US Unit 02: Bridge to  
the 20th Century

• Issues, Productivity, 
Consumption, Costs 
and Benefits
• Population Patterns, 
Migration/Immigration, 
Demographics
• Economic Regulation, 
Opportunity Costs, 
Competition
• Contributions
• Cultural Diffusion, 
Assimilation, 
Acculturation
• Innovation, Impact

in a region.
• To preserve a viable 
economy, governments 
institute policies 
regarding tariffs, trade, 
and taxes to ensure 
regulation and 
protection.
• Contributions of 
individuals for all of 
humanity provide 
models for others to 
follow and may affect 
all of society versus a 
select group.
• A dominant cultural 
group may demand 
assimilation of a 
smaller cultural group 
with ambitions of 
formulating one single 
group for a national 
identity. 
• Scientific and 
technological 
innovations encourage 
economic development 
and often improve the 
standard of living for a 
society.

• Individuals, in a 
democracy, can change 
the power structure of 

Basic: Identify major 
contributors to the New 
Industrial Age.
On-Level: Trace events 
that led to increased 
immigration and 
urbanization during the 
New Industrial Age.
Advanced: Prepare an 
oral presentation 
describing life at the 
turn of the 20th century.

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research



2.20

US Unit 03: Modern 
America Emerges

• Power, Change, 
Impact, War
• Participation, Political 
Accountability
• Conservation, 
Capitalism

US Unit 04: The 1920's  
and the Great  

society by electing 
officials that are 
responsive to their 
needs and by initiating 
laws that reflect their 
interests.
• Expanding the 
participation of a citizen 
in a society's decision-
making process can 
increase the political 
accountability of 
elected officials and 
potentially guarantees 
the passage of laws 
that reflects the will of 
the people.
• Conservation of 
natural resources may 
conflict with the 
objectives of capitalism.

• Industrialization, 
technological 
innovations, and the 
expansion of markets 
create economic effects 
that have 
consequences.
• A conflict between 
beliefs and values can 

Basic: Outline everyday 
life during the 
Progressive Era leading 
to World War I.
On-Level: Identify 
events leading to World 
War I and describe 
America's reasons for 
entering.
Advanced: Research 
new battle methods 
employed during World 
War I and make a 
presentation about a 
new technique to the 
class.

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research



2.10/
3.25

Depression
• Economic Cycles, 
Beliefs, Values, 
Choices, 
Industrialization, 
Consequences
• Beliefs and Values, 
Infrastructures, 
Relationships
• Structure, Form, 
Content, Beliefs and 
Values, Diversity, Civic 
Awareness
• Inequality, 
Relationships, Systems
• Scarcity, 
Needs/Wants, Conflict, 
Survival
• General Welfare, 
Changes and 
Continuity
• Influence, Change, 
Power, Checks and 
Balance Systems

bring about 
breakdowns of social 
and political 
infrastructures by 
fracturing relationships 
between individuals, 
groups, and 
institutions.
• Structure, form, and 
content of the arts may 
reflect the beliefs and 
values of an individual, 
group, and community 
by showing diversity 
and creating civic 
awareness.
• Inequality of 
resources imbalances 
relationships between 
individuals, groups, 
institutions, and 
nations, and often 
destabilizes political, 
social, and/or economic 
systems.
• Scarcity causes 
conflict between 
individuals, groups, 
institutions, and nations 
as people compete for 
resources to fulfill their 
needs and wants in 
order to survive.
• A nation's survival 
depends on its ability to 

Basic: What is the main 
idea of studying the 
coming of the Great 
Depression?
On-Level: Identify key 
components of the 
1920's and why the 
Great Depression 
occurred.
Advanced: Create 
solutions to the Great 
Depression and 
compare solutions to 
the New Deal.

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research



3.20/
4.15

US Unit 05: World War 
II and its Aftermath

• Beliefs and Values, 
Systems, Conflicts, War
• Nationalism, 
Expansionism, 
Militarism, War
• Contributions, Beliefs 
and Values, Patriotism
• War, Survival, 
Individual Rights, Civil 
Liberties

adapt to the needs of 
its populace by 
changing its policies 
and by reacting to a 
crisis in a timely and 
practical manner.
• During a crisis, 
government institutions 
are called upon to help 
stabilize society while 
safeguarding the 
welfare of all citizens.

• Conflicts over differing 
beliefs and values often 
provoke wars as 
nations compete for 
resources and power.
• Nationalism, 
expansionism, and 
militarism drive nations 
to war as countries 
pursue military 
campaigns that force 
their beliefs and values 
on others.
• Wartime tests a 
nation's determination 
by challenging the 
beliefs and values of a 
people to maintain 
patriotism in spite of 
economic, social, and 
political hardships 

Basic: List the major 
factors leading to World 
War II.
On-Level: Summarize 
the major events 
leading to and 
concluding World War II.
Advanced: Predict 
current day problems 
that can arise from the 

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research



4.20

• Global Security, 
Change, International 
Conflicts, Framework, 
Peace, Stability

US Unit 06: Living with  
Great Turmoil

• Conflict, Beliefs and 
Values, War
• Changes, Beliefs, 
Cooperation, Unity, 
Competition, Conflict
• Perceptions, Time, 
Conflicts
• Beliefs/Values, 
Conflict, Power,
• Change
• Conflict, Progress, 
Change, Belief/Values, 

and/or personal losses.
• Suspension of civil 
rights often occurs with 
a threat to a nation's 
survival.
• Long term peace and 
stability becomes a 
priority of a nation and 
global community after 
a war and/or 
international incident.

• Conflicts over beliefs 
and values destabilize 
domestic and global 
security through 
psychological, cultural, 
and military methods 
and may lead to war.
• Conflicts over beliefs 
and values destabilize 
domestic and global 
security through 
psychological, cultural, 
and military methods 
and may lead to war.
• Global relationships 
that foster cooperation 
and unity versus 
competition and conflict 
may result from the 
changes in the beliefs 
of a country.
• Differences in 

baby-boom period.

Basic: Point out main 
factors in the Civil 
Rights movement and 
state the most important 
issues of the Vietnam 
War.
On-Level: Characterize 
the social issues 
present during the time 
period.
Advanced: Respond to 
the actions of civil 
disobedience by 

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research



Power

US Unit 07: Passage to  
a New Century

• Goods, Services, 

perceptions over time 
lead to conflict and 
global instability.
• Differing political, 
social, and economic 
beliefs and values 
leads to conflict which 
often results in change.
• Strong beliefs and 
values create conflict 
between individuals 
and/or groups when 
seeking reforms to the 
social order.
• Challenges to the 
status quo often 
produce dynamic 
interactions within a 
society.

• Providing goods, 
services, and capital to 
foreign countries with 
differing beliefs, values, 
and doctrine may 
create political, 
economic, and social 
instability and distrust.
• National and 
international decisions 
and conflicts stem from 
the desire to bring 
about a new social, 
economic, and/or 

describing what you 
would do as President 
in a short paper.



4.10

Capital, Interactions, 
Interdependence, 
Exploitation
• Decisions, Conflicts, 
Change, Order
• Time, 
Interdependence, 
Conflicts
• Freedom of 
Expression, Values, 
Cultures
• Modernization, 
Change
• Demographic 
Patterns, Immigration, 
Survival
• Discoveries, 
Technological 
Innovations
• Interdependence, 
Origins, Decisions
• Economic 
Opportunities, 
Globalization
• Scientific Discoveries, 
Technological 
Innovations, Standard 
of Living

political order or to 
maintain the status 
quo.
• Shared histories of 
nations over periods of 
time determine the 
degrees of interaction, 
interdependence, 
and/or tendency 
towards conflicts.
• A clash between 
traditional and popular 
culture values often 
occurs with interactions 
between societies.
• Societies may be 
forced to modernize 
quickly to meet the 
needs of a growing and 
changing population.
• Immigrants and 
migrant workers, 
struggling to assimilate 
to a new country to 
survive, can affect 
demographic patterns.
• Scientific discoveries 
and technological 
innovations affect daily 
life and the standard of 
living as more people 
invest time, money, and 
other resources to 
acquire them for 
business and personal 

Basic: Recognize major 
reasons for the change 
in social and 
international policies of 
the American 
government.
On-Level: Discuss 
reasons for the change 
in the policies of the 
American government.
Advanced: Predict 
future issues that will 
result from changing 
current day policies.

Textbooks, worksheets, 
online research



use.
• Global 
interdependence 
depends on 
understanding past 
significant national and 
international decisions 
in order to navigate the 
direction of future 
policies.
• Globalization allows 
governments and 
private sectors to 
expand economic 
opportunities that can 
generally prove 
mutually beneficial to 
all parties involved.
• Scientific discoveries 
and technological 
innovations influence 
countries to invest time, 
money, and other 
resources to increase 
their citizen's standard 
of living and to maintain 
their technological 
edge over other 
countries.


