
SCOPE & SEQUENCE FOR THEOLOGY IV (12TH GRADE YEAR, 1st Semester) – updated August 2016 
 (Referenced to USCCB’s Framework for the Development of Catechetical Materials for Young People of High School Age) 

 

USCCB Option 
C  

Course Title:  Catholic Social Teaching 
Course Scope:  This is a 1-semester course whose purpose is to introduce students to the Church’s social teaching.  The 
students will learn how Christ’s concern for others, especially the poor and needy, is present today in the Church’s social 
teaching and mission.   
Course Sequence:  As laid out below, for use with student textbook Catholic Social Teaching (Ave Maria Press) 
Course Length:  1 semester (MW:  90 minutes each) 

 

 KEY UNDERSTANDINGS MATERIALS &  
RESOURCES 

ASSESSMENT 

Aug  
17 
17 
22 
22 
24 

29 (test) 
 

Ch 1:  Catholic social justice – an overview 
 Your Catholic faith and social justice 

o Articulate the major themes of Catholic social teaching (FW 
III.A-G) 

o Use these principles to help make decisions regarding 
relationships with others 

o Recognize that Catholic social justice teaching is an essential 
part of the Catholic faith tradition 

 Principles of Catholic Social Justice 
o Explain the major themes of Catholic social teaching 
o Identify human dignity as the central, foundational Catholic 

social teaching principle 
o Identify the right to life as the central and fundamental human 

right 
 How Christians view the human person 

o Articulate the Catholic vision of human nature 
o Note that human beings are fundamentally good 
o See how human beings reflect the glory of God 
o Commit themselves to respect all people 

 Our rights as humans 
o Articulate the rights people are entitled to by virtue of their 

human nature 

Text ch 1; 
Catholic Student 
Bible 
 

In-class discussions, 
homework assignments, 
and unit test or project. 



o Become more familiar with recent Church statements about 
human rights 

o Understand the meaning of rights as universal, inviolable, and 
inalienable 

o Commit to promoting human rights as well as living up to their 
personal responsibilities 

 More human rights 
o Be able to summarize the social teaching of both Pope St. John 

XXIII and Pope St. John Paul II on human rights and freedom 
o Explain why the Church sees all pornography (soft-core and 

hard-core) as a violation of human dignity and the right to 
privacy 

o Take a stand on the "right" people have to use/produce 
pornography 

 Learn about and reflect on Mother Teresa's utmost respect for the 
basic human dignity of each person 
 

Aug  
24 
29 
31 
31 

Sept 7 
12 (test) 

 

Ch 2:  Justice and Virtues 
 Virtues 

o Recognize that even one person's just action or word has power 
and value 

o List and define the 7 chief virtues of the Christian life 
o Apply these virtues to own spiritual journey 

 Justice as a Virtue 
o  The Catholic tradition defines 4 types of justice:  commutative, 

distributive, legal, social. (FW II.B.1-4) 
o Commit to living justly 
o Recognize that creating justice required conversion of 

individuals and institutions 
o Understand what is meant by the common good 
o See how the various forms of justice relate to each other and to 

the common good 
o Identify the similarities and difference between justice and 

charity 

Text ch 2 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
graded homework 
assignments based on 
textbook reading, and 
unit test or unit project. 



 The Bible on Justice and Catholic social teaching on justice - the 
evolving story of God’s justice for all people (See FW II.A.1-3) 
o Understand the dual sources of revelation:  Scripture and 

Tradition 
o Trace the development of Catholic social teaching from its Old 

Testament roots through modern papal and episcopal 
documents (FW II.C.1-5) 

o Appreciate the biblical idea of justice as fidelity to one's 
relationship with God, neighbor, and creation 

o Define covenant 
o See the words, actions and person of Jesus as prime examples of 

justice based on love 
o Understand the rich tradition of Catholic social teaching 
o Be familiar with the main ideas in modern social encyclicals 

(see FW II.E.1-2.a-d) 
o Strive to apply Catholic social teaching to their everyday lives 
o Identify instances of social injustice in contemporary society 

 Learn about and reflect on Cesar Chavez' unswerving devotion to 
justice issues related to his fellow farm workers 

Sept  
7 

12 
14 
14 
19 

21 (test) 

Ch 3:  Justice and society 
 We Belong to Each Other 

o Reflect on the obligations and benefits individuals have in 
groups 

o Identify the social nature of human beings as another way that 
we resemble God because God is a community of 3 divine 
Persons 

o Explain individualism and its positive and negative potential 
 Our social nature and the principle of subsidiarity 

o Explain the concepts of society 
o Recognize self as part of a larger society, not merely as an 

individual 
o See the importance of joining grass-roots attempts to bring 

about justice 
o Explain the concept of subsidiarity in social groups 

Text ch 3 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
graded homework 
assignments based on 
textbook reading, and 
unit test or unit project. 



o Understand the responsibilities of individuals to be active 
participants in decision-making activities for the groups to 
which they belong 

o Identify areas where the government rightly and/or wrongly 
applies the principle of subsidiarity 

 Principle of the Common Good 
o Identify and explain the Catholic concepts of the common good, 

solidarity, and the preferential option for the poor 
o Strive to promote the common good within own community 
o Recognize that we each belong to a world-wide human 

community, with corresponding responsibilities 
o Appreciate other cultures 
o Seek to alleviate poverty by taking concrete steps to aid the 

poor 
 The human family and natural law; responsibilities of individuals and 

society (see FW II.D.1-3) 
o Understand the concept of natural law 
o Discover the place of natural law within Catholic theology and 

divine providence 
o Appreciate the dual roles of law and morality in helping human 

beings do good and avoid evil 
o See that they as individuals have responsibilities toward 

ensuring the common good 
o Realize that the family serves as a model of the Trinity and of 

the relationship Christ has with his Church 
o Feel challenged to promote  unity and harmony within their 

own family 
 Centrality of the family … and St. Therese of Lisieux' "little way of 

holiness" 
o Understand that the family is the primary base, foundation, or 

'cell' of society 
o Recognize that the Church has been a staunch defender of the 

family and the family's role of welcoming, fostering, and 
protecting life 



o Read and discuss the basic concepts of the Charter of the Rights 
of the Family, promoted by Pope St. John Paul II at a bishops' 
synod 

 
Sept  
19 
21 
26 
26 
28 

Oct 3 (test) 

Ch 4:  Justice and the right to life 
 Assaults against life:  abortion 

o Articulate the Catholic teaching on abortion and the defense of 
all human life because it is sacred 

o Understand the root causes of abortion as well as the rate and 
types of abortions performed in the US 

o Recognize that the right to life is being challenged and attacked 
at all ages and stages of human life – from the unborn to the 
elderly, sick, and handicapped 

o Understand that capital punishment does not deter crimes and 
is carried out on innocent persons in about 3 percent of the 
cases 

 Stem Cell Research 
o See that it is ethically wrong to kill a human embryo for 

research even if the research might save other lives 
o Recognize that the Church supports the goals of medical 

research – alleviating disease or illness – but not all research 
methods 

o Familiarize themselves with the ethical and scientific 
advantages of research done with adult stem cells 

 Euthanasia 
o Identify euthanasia or "mercy killing" as any action or omission 

that causes death with the purpose of eliminating suffering 
o Articulate Church teaching on euthanasia 
o Be able to distinguish between ordinary and extraordinary 

methods of medical treatment 
o Recognize the redemptive value of suffering and the obligation 

to offer palliative (comfort) care and pain relief for the dying 
 Capital Punishment 

o Articulate the Church's position on capital punishment 
o Understand the purpose of punishment in general 

Text ch 4 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
graded homework 
assignments based on 
textbook reading, and 
unit test or unit project. 



o Pray for both the victims of crime and their victimizers 
o Recognize that the practical application of some Catholic social 

teachings can change as societies develop 
 St. Gianna Beretta Molla … and "the Seamless Garment" 

o Articulate the "consistent ethic of life" or "seamless garment" 
theory of pro-life involvement 

o Recognize the wide variety of life issues on which the bishops 
speak 

o Commit to the pro-life cause 
o Learn about the pro-life courage and holiness of St. Gianna 

Beretta Molla who was canonized in 2004 
Sept 28 

Oct 3 
5 
5 

10 
12 (test) 

Ch 5:  Justice and prejudice 
 Real-life Prejudice 

o Understand the definitions of prejudice, stereotyping, bigotry, 
sexism, anti-Semitism, ageism 

o Articulate the Church's teaching on homosexuality and the 
treatment of homosexual persons 

o Recognize the various stages of prejudice 
o Be open to learning about other cultures and religions 
o Identity own prejudices 
o Commit to challenging the very idea of prejudice 

 Stages of Prejudice 
o See that there are stages of prejudice which lead from the lease 

to the more aggressive forms of prejudice 
o Become familiar with the meaning and manifestations of 3 

common types of prejudice:  sexism, ageism, and anti-Semitism 
o Identity the factors which perpetuate stereotypes 
o Challenge themselves about their own prejudices, looking at 

their own personalities to identify traits which may contribute 
to bigotry 

 Attempting to explain prejudice 
o Understand that prejudices are learned 
o Recognize the sources from which prejudice are often learned 
o Note the common characteristics of prejudiced people and the 

factors why they hold on to their prejudices 

Text ch 5 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
graded homework 
assignments based on 
textbook reading, and 
unit test or unit project. 



o See that the developmentally disabled, as Jean Vanier has 
shown, have much to teach us when we listen to them 

 
 Oct  
10 
12 
17 
17 
19 

24 (test) 

Ch 6:  Justice and racism 
 Institutional racism 

o Recount the reasons why prejudice is sinful 
o Review the forms of prejudice, focusing especially on racism 
o Identify the forms of racism 
o Articulate the Church's teaching on racism 
o Distinguish between personal and institutional racism 
o Begin to recognize stereotypes 
o Identify issues of institutional racism 

 Racism Against Certain Groups 
o Articulate the Church's teaching on racism, especially against 

African Americans, Hispanic  Americans, and Native Americans 
o See that they, as Catholics, must fight racism 
o Note some of the steps the US bishops have outlined to enable 

the Church to combat racism 
o Identify examples of prejudice against the ethnic groups 

covered in this section 
o Recognize how language can perpetuate stereotypes 
o Take a stand on the affirmative action debate 

 Being inclusive 
o Identify ways to be more inclusive 
o Understand the theological reasons for inclusivity 
o Be challenged to be more inclusive in their own lives 

 Learn about and reflect on St. Katherine Drexel's use of her 
inheritance to build missions and schools to benefit many minority 
children 

Text ch 6 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
graded homework 
assignments based on 
textbook reading, and 
unit test or unit project. 

Oct  
19 
24 
26 
26 
31 

Ch 7:  Justice and poverty 
 The scourge of poverty 

o Define poverty of soul, poverty of spirit, and material poverty 
o Distinguish among the 3 forms of poverty 
o Appreciate the depth and scope of poverty in the US and abroad 

Text ch 7 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
graded homework 
assignments based on 
textbook reading, and 
unit test or unit project. 



Nov 2 (test) o Begin to appreciate the responsibility each of us personally has 
to try to alleviate poverty 

 The Bible and Poverty 
o Understand the biblical teaching on poverty 
o Identify those whom the Bible calls "poor" 
o Commit to Christian charity and justice on behalf of the poor 

 The Scandal of Hunger 
o Distinguish between malnutrition and starvation 
o Identify the causes of hunger 
o Note the moral response to the problem of hunger 
o Challenge student to act to end hunger 
o Recognize the connection between the Eucharist and hunger 

 A Christian Response to Poverty:  Preferential Option for the Poor 
o Understand what it means to have a special love for the poor 
o Note that a test of our love for Jesus is our "love for the poor" 

and what we do for the poor 
o Understand and explain the 10 ethical principles that the 

American bishops articulate for making economic policy 
judgments, reforms, and policies 

o Be familiar with the directives the bishops have put forth in an 
attempt to eradicate poverty 

o Engage in concrete actions to ease the burden of poverty 
o Recognize that individuals, organizations, business, and 

government must all collaborate to empower and to feed the 
poor 

o See that the elimination of poverty and hunger is possible if we 
are willing to make major changes in our economic, political, 
and social systems 

 Dorothy Day – help found the Catholic Worker movement that 
worked to transform society in peaceful ways. 
o Become familiar with Dorothy Day 

 Learn more about the Catholic Worker movement and 
Day's commitment to justice for workers 

 Appreciate more fully that "love is the measure by which 
we will be judged" 



Oct 
31 

Nov 
2 
7 
7 
9 

14 (test) 

Ch 8:  Justice and peace 
 Christians and peace 

o Describe the Church's teaching on peace 
o Understand the relationship among peace, justice, and love 
o Commit to be peacemakers in imitation of Jesus 
o Note the importance of the virtues in developing a spirituality 

of peace 
o Recount the major elements of a world at peace 

 The meaning of peace in the Bible, nonviolence, and the Just-War 
tradition 
o Articulate the 2 ways that Christians can respond to armed 

conflict:  with nonviolence or just war 
o Recognize that Church teaching always begins with a 

presumption against war 
o Explain the spiral of violence and its significance in determining 

if violence should be used 
o Distinguish between conscientious objectors and pacifists 
o Commit to peacemaking 
o Apply just-war criteria to a conflict 
o Come to a personal conclusion about their attitudes toward war 

 Peacemaking strategies and Franz Jagerstatter 
o Understand the terms global option for the poor and global 

solidarity 
o Articulate the steps Church leaders have suggested to help the 

world's nations build a more peaceful society 
o See ways to help promote true development among poorer 

nations 
o Evaluate their own lifestyles to see if they contribute to the 

economic oppression of peoples, which contributes to global 
insecurity 

o Grow in awareness of global solidarity 
 The just-war tradition:  understand and recount ethical guidelines for 

using military force. 
 Peacemaking strategies:  working for peace involves working for a 

global option for the poor and global solidarity. 

Text ch 8 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
graded homework 
assignments based on 
textbook reading, and 
unit test or unit project. 



 Franz Jagerstatter died resisting induction into the Nazi army during 
WWII. 

Nov 
9 

14 
16 
16 
28 

30 (test) 

Ch 9:  Justice and work 
 A Christian View of Work 

o Appreciate that when we work, we reflect the Creator 
o Distinguish between the 2 dimensions of work:  objective and 

subjective; recognize that the subjective dimension is primary 
o Understand the concepts of labor and capital, noting the 

primacy of labor 
o Recognize the three-fold moral significance of work 
o Understand the value of uniting their own suffering and toil in 

work to the redemptive suffering of Christ 
o Meet Jesus the worker in their prayer lives 

 Rights and duties of workers 
o Identify the 3 groups that factor into an economy and the rights 

and duties proper to each 
o Recognize the principal rights of workers, including the right to 

unionize 
o Understand the concept of a just wage 
o Better dedicate themselves to healthful rest; 
o Appreciate the importance of health care 

 Work and You:  Toil, job, career, vocation, and Lech Walesa 
o Recognize that their study and development of interests during 

high school will prepare them for fulfilling work later in life 
o Appreciate the role of full-time parents, as well as the 

importance of women in the workplace 
o Plan a strategy to discern what careers they may wish to pursue 
o Learn about the inspiring modern hero of workers' rights, Lech 

Walesa 
 

Text ch 9 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
graded homework 
assignments based on 
textbook reading, and 
unit test or unit project. 

Nov  
28 
30 

Dec 
5 

Ch 10:  Justice and the environment 
 God's grandeur threatened and our world 

o Be familiar with the competing theories of creation and the 
place in which human beings are seen in each 

o Articulate the biblical view of creation 

Text ch 10 
Bible 

In-class discussions, 
graded homework 
assignments based on 
textbook reading, and 
unit test or unit project. 



5 
7 

12 (test) 

o Understand the concept of dominion 
o Recognize the connection between sin and environmental 

destruction 
o See Jesus as the model of good stewardship 

 The scope of the environmental problem 
o Appreciate the scope of the environmental crisis 
o Recognize the human contribution to the problem 
o Commit to bettering the environment 

 Church and world teaching on the environment … and Francis of 
Assisi (Patron saint of ecology) 
o Understand the themes of environmental responsibility 

articulated by the UW bishops 
o Appreciate what was meant by 'authentic development' of 

peoples 
o Articulate some of the rights and responsibilities outlined in the 

Declaration of Human Rights and the Environment 
o See that Catholics are required to practice environmental 

responsibility and develop an 'environmental spirituality' 
o Find in the life of St. Francis a model for seeing God in all of 

nature 
Dec  

7 
12 

 Semester exam preparation/review 
 Wrap-Up:   

o Social dimensions of the Beatitudes (FW IV.C.1-8)  
o The 2 Great Commandments (FW IV.D) 
o Challenges (FW V.A-D) 

  

Dec 13-16  Exam days   
 


