
English 3: First Nine Weeks 
 
 

Focus: Writing (Persuasive) Suggested Activities and 
Resources: 

(13) Writing/Writing Process - Students use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, and 
publishing) to compose text. Students are expected to: 
(A) plan a first draft by selecting the correct genre for conveying the intended meaning to multiple audiences, determining 
appropriate topics through a range of strategies (e.g., discussion, background reading, personal interests, interviews), and 
developing a thesis or controlling idea 
(B) structure ideas in a sustained and persuasive way (e.g., using outlines, note taking, graphic organizers, lists) and 
develop drafts in timed and open-ended situations that include transitions and the rhetorical devices used to convey 
meaning; 
(C)  revise drafts to clarify meaning and achieve specific rhetorical purposes, consistency of tone, and logical organization 
by rearranging the words, sentences, and paragraphs to employ tropes (e.g., metaphors, similes, analogies, hyperbole, 
understatement, rhetorical questions, irony), schemes (e.g., parallelism, antithesis, inverted word order, repetition, reversed 
structures), and by adding transitional words and phrases; 
(D)  edit drafts for grammar, mechanics, and spelling; and 
(E)  revise final draft in response to feedback from peers and teacher and publish written work for appropriate audiences. 

 
(16)  Writing/Persuasive Texts. Students write persuasive texts to influence the attitudes or actions of a specific audience 
on specific issues. Students are expected to write an argumentative essay to the appropriate audience that includes: 

 
(A)  a clear thesis or position based on logical reasons supported by precise and relevant evidence; 

 
(B)  consideration of the whole range of information and views on the topic and accurate and honest representation of these 
views; 

 
(C)  counter-arguments based on evidence to anticipate and address objections; 

 
(D)  an organizing structure appropriate to the purpose, audience, and context; and 

 
(E)  an analysis of the relative value of specific data, facts, and ideas. 

Introduce Persuasive Strategies 
http://learning.cc.hccs.edu/faculty/jennifer.v 
acca/engl1302/modes-of-discourse-the- 
appeals/the-three-rhetorical-appeals-ethos- 
pathos-logos/view 

 
Persuasive Rhetoric: Lit. pp. 226 - 227 

 
Persuasive Model Analysis: 
Compare and Contrast: 
Ronald Reagan’s “Challenger” speech and 
George Bush’s “September 11” speech 
Focus: Author’s Purpose and Diction 
** The Reagan and Bush speeches can be 
found at  www.americanrhetoric.com 

 
Analyze rhetorical strategies employed in 
Patrick Henry’s “Speech in the Virginia 
Convention” McDougal Lit. pp. 228 - 235 

 
Analyze rhetorical strategies employed in 
Dr. King’s “Letter from the Birmingham 
Jail” 

 
For persuasive model analysis the following 
tools may be utilized: 
DIDLS 
SOAPSTone 
TPCASTT 
These and other useful acronyms can be 
found at: 
http://homepage.mac.com/mseffie/AP/Acro 
nyms.doc 
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(17) Oral and Written Conventions/Conventions. Students understand the function of and use the conventions of academic 
language when speaking and writing. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are 
expected to: 

 
(B)  use a variety of correctly structured sentences (e.g., compound, complex, compound-complex). 

 
(18)  Oral and Written Conventions/Handwriting, Capitalization, and Punctuation. Students write legibly and use 
appropriate capitalization and punctuation conventions in their compositions. Students are expected to correctly and 
consistently use conventions of punctuation and capitalization. 

 
(19) Oral and Written Conventions/Spelling. Students spell correctly. Students are expected to spell correctly, including 
using various resources to determine and check correct spellings. 

 
Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text 

 
(3)  Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Poetry. Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the 
structure and elements of poetry and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to 
analyze the effects of metrics, rhyme schemes (e.g., end, internal, slant, eye), and other conventions in American poetry. 

 
6) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Literary Nonfiction. Students understand, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about the varied structural patterns and features of literary nonfiction and provide evidence from text to support 
their understanding. Students are expected to analyze how rhetorical techniques (e.g., repetition, parallel structure, 
understatement, overstatement) in literary essays, true life adventures, and historically important speeches influence the 
reader, evoke emotions, and create meaning. 

 
(7)  Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Sensory Language. Students understand, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about how an author's sensory language creates imagery in literary text and provide evidence from text 
to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze the meaning of classical, mythological, and biblical 
allusions in words, phrases, passages, and literary works. 

 
Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text 

 
(8)  Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Culture and History. Students analyze, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about the author's purpose in cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the text 
to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze how the style, tone, and diction of a text advance the 
author's purpose and perspective or stance. 

Persuasive Essay draft 
 
College Readiness Journaling 
 
Prompt Deconstruction – Write Source pp. 
207-213 
 
http://schools.birdvilleschools.net/17872081 
4112832203/lib/178720814112832203/Essa 
y_Prompt_Deconstruction_Method.doc 
 
Short Answer Responses 
 
Timed Writings 
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/ 
boost-your-skills/50269.html 
 
Grammar: sentence structure (simple, 
compound, complex, compound-complex) – 
Write Source p. 757 - 769 

fragments/run-ons Write Source p. 89 

subject-verb agreement Write Source pp. 
770 - 775 
 
spelling – Write Source p. 690 
 
Poetry Study: Anne Bradstreet 
 
“Interpreting a Poem” Write Source pp. 315 
- 322 
 
Summer Reading 
 
Mini-Study: Native-American Literature 
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(9) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text. Students analyze, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about expository text and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are 
expected to: 

 
(A)  summarize a text in a manner that captures the author's viewpoint, its main ideas, and its elements without taking a 
position or expressing an opinion; 

 
(B)  distinguish between inductive and deductive reasoning and analyze the elements of deductively and inductively 
reasoned texts and the different ways conclusions are supported; 

 
(C)  make and defend subtle inferences and complex conclusions about the ideas in text and their organizational patterns; 
and 

 
(D)  synthesize ideas and make logical connections (e.g., thematic links, author analyses) between and among multiple texts 
representing similar or different genres and technical sources and support those findings with textual evidence. 

 
(10) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Persuasive Text. Students analyze, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about persuasive text and provide evidence from text to support their analysis. Students are expected to: 

 
(B)  analyze historical and contemporary political debates for such logical fallacies as non-sequiturs, circular logic, and 

hasty generalizations. 
 

(11) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Procedural Texts. Students understand how to glean and use 
information in procedural texts and documents. Students are expected to: 

 
(A)  evaluate the logic of the sequence of information presented in text (e.g., product support material, contracts); and 

 
(B) translate (from text to graphic or from graphic to text) complex, factual, quantitative, or technical information presented 
in maps, charts, illustrations, graphs, timelines, tables, and diagrams. 

 
 
 
 

Reading/Vocabulary Development 
 

(1)  Reading/Vocabulary Development. Students understand new vocabulary and use it when reading and writing. Students 

“World on a Turtle’s Back” McDougal Lit. 
p. 36 
 
 
“Coyote and the Buffalo” McDougal Lit. 
p. 46 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Persuasive Model Analysis: 

Compare and Contrast: 
Ronald Reagan’s “Challenger” speech and 
George Bush’s “September 11” speech 
Focus: Author’s Purpose and Diction 
 
Analyze rhetorical strategies employed in 
Patrick Henry’s “Speech in the Virginia 
Convention” 
 
Analyze rhetorical strategies employed in 
Dr. King’s “Letter from the Birmingham 
Jail”  pp. 1201 – 1217 
 

 
 
 
 
“The Crucible and 
McCarthyism” McDougal Lit. 
pp. 216 - 225 
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are expected to: 
 

(A) determine the meaning of grade-level technical academic English words in multiple content areas (e.g., science, 
mathematics, social studies, the arts) derived from Latin, Greek, or other linguistic roots and affixes; 

 
(B) analyze textual context (within a sentence and in larger sections of text) to draw conclusions about the nuance in word 
meanings; 

 
(C) infer word meaning through the identification and analysis of analogies and other word relationships; 

 
(D)  recognize and use knowledge of cognates in different languages and of word origins to determine the meaning of 
words; and 

 
(E)  use general and specialized dictionaries, thesauri, glossaries, histories of language, books of quotations, and other 
related references (printed or electronic) as needed. 

 
Research 

 
(23)  Research/Organizing and Presenting Ideas. Students organize and present their ideas and information according to the 
purpose of the research and their audience. Students are expected to synthesize the research into an extended written or oral 
presentation that: 

 
(A)  provides an analysis that supports and develops personal opinions, as opposed to simply restating existing information; 

(B)  uses a variety of formats and rhetorical strategies to argue for the thesis; 

(C) develops an argument that incorporates the complexities of and discrepancies in information from multiple sources and 
perspectives while anticipating and refuting counter-arguments; 

 
(D)  uses a style manual (e.g., Modern Language Association, Chicago Manual of Style) to document sources and format 
written materials; and 

 
(E)  is of sufficient length and complexity to address the topic. 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary: structural analysis, 
cultural perspective, slant rhyme, eye 
rhyme, non-sequitur, antithesis, trope, 
biblical allusions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Terminology: Persuasive Rhetoric and 
Fallacies 
 
SAT Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mini-Research: The Crucible historical 
background; emphasize social and 
political attitudes of the time and 
traditions; character analysis 
 
 
MLA internal documentation of short 
answer responses 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 



English 3: Second Nine Weeks 
 
 
 
 

Focus: Writing 
Literary Analysis 

Suggested Activities and 
Resources: 

 
Literary Analysis Essay on reading 
selection 

 
**Teachers may utilize the selections 
below to create a cohesive unit of study 
revolving around a theme or major time 
period. 

 
Suggested Titles: 
Huck Finn 
Ethan Frome 
Narrative of the Life of F. Douglass 
Their Eyes Were Watching God 
In the Time of Butterflies 
Rain of Gold 
Scarlet Letter 

 
Suggested Essayists: 
Emerson 
Thoreau 
Dillard 

 
Suggested Short Story Authors: 
Poe 
Hawthorne 
Faulkner 

 
Suggested Poets: 
Whitman 
Longfellow 
Dickinson 

 

TE
K

S 

(13)  Writing/Writing Process - Students use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, 
and publishing) to compose text. Students are expected to: 
(A) plan a first draft by selecting the correct genre for conveying the intended meaning to multiple audiences, 
determining appropriate topics through a range of strategies (e.g., discussion, background reading, personal interests, 
interviews), and developing a thesis or controlling idea; 
(B) structure ideas in a sustained and persuasive way (e.g., using outlines, note taking, graphic organizers, lists) and 
develop drafts in timed and open-ended situations that include transitions and the rhetorical devices used to convey 
meaning; 
(C)  revise drafts to clarify meaning and achieve specific rhetorical purposes, consistency of tone, and logical 
organization by rearranging the words, sentences, and paragraphs to employ tropes (e.g., metaphors, similes, 
analogies, hyperbole, understatement, rhetorical questions, irony), schemes (e.g., parallelism, antithesis, inverted word 
order, repetition, reversed structures), and by adding transitional words and phrases; 
(D)  edit drafts for grammar, mechanics, and spelling; and 
(E)  revise final draft in response to feedback from peers and teacher and publish written work for appropriate 
audiences. 

 
Timed Writings: 
(15)  Writing/Expository and Procedural Texts. Students write expository and procedural or work-related texts to 
communicate ideas and information to specific audiences for specific purposes. Students are expected to: 
(A)  write an analytical essay of sufficient length that includes: 
(i)  effective introductory and concluding paragraphs and a variety of sentence structures; 
(ii)  rhetorical devices, and transitions between paragraphs; 
(iii)  a clear thesis statement or controlling idea; 
(iv)  a clear organizational schema for conveying ideas; 
(v) relevant and substantial evidence and well-chosen details; and 
(vi)  information on multiple relevant perspectives and a consideration of the validity, reliability, and relevance of 
primary and secondary sources; 
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(C)  write an interpretation of an expository or a literary text that: 

(i)  advances a clear thesis statement; 

(ii)  addresses the writing skills for an analytical essay, including references to and commentary on quotations 
from the text; 

 
(iii)  analyzes the aesthetic effects of an author's use of stylistic or rhetorical devices; 

 
(iv)  identifies and analyzes the ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text; and 

 
(v) anticipates and responds to readers' questions or contradictory information; and 

 
(D)  produce a multimedia presentation (e.g., documentary, class newspaper, docudrama, infomercial, visual or textual 
parodies, theatrical production) with graphics, images, and sound that appeals to a specific audience and synthesizes 
information from multiple points of view. 

 

 
 

(17)  Oral and Written Conventions/ Conventions - Students understand the function of and use the conventions of 
academic language when speaking and writing. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater 
complexity. 
Students understand the function of and use the conventions of academic language when speaking and writing. 
Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. 

(A)  use and understand the function of different types of clauses and phrases (e.g., adjectival, noun, adverbial 
clauses and phrases); and 
(B)  use a variety of correctly structured sentences (e.g., compound, complex, compound-complex). 
(18)  Oral and Written Conventions/ Handwriting, Capitalization, & Punctuation - Students write legibly and 
use appropriate capitalization and punctuation conventions in their compositions. Students are expected to correctly 
and consistently use conventions of punctuation and capitalization. 
(19)  Oral and Written Conventions/ Spelling - Students spell correctly. Students are expected to spell correctly, 
including using various resources to determine and check correct spellings. 

“Response to Literature” Write Source 
pp. 273 – 337 
 
College Readiness Essays 
 
Timed Writings 
 
Short Answer Responses 
 
“Reading Writing Connection” 
McDougal Lit. pp. 399 
 
Prompt Deconstruction – Write Source 
pp. 207-213 
 
http://schools.birdvilleschools.net/1787 
20814112832203/lib/17872081411283 
2203/Essay_Prompt_Deconstruction_M 
ethod.doc 
 
 
 
Grammar: clauses and phrases, comma 
usage, sentence structure, subject-verb 
agreement, spelling 

http://schools.birdvilleschools.net/1787
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Research Suggested Activities and 
Resources: 

 

TE
K

S 

 
(23) Research/ Organizing and Presenting Ideas - Students organize and present their ideas and information 
according to the purpose of the research and their audience. Students are expected to synthesize the research into an 
extended written document that: 
(A)  provides an analysis that supports and develops personal opinions, as opposed to simply restating existing 
information 
(B)  uses a variety of formats and rhetorical strategies to argue for the thesis; 
(C) develops an argument that incorporates the complexities of and discrepancies in information from multiple 
sources and perspectives while anticipating and refuting counter-arguments; 
(D)  uses a style manual (e.g., Modern Language Association, Chicago Manual of Style) to document sources 
and format written materials. 
(E)   is of sufficient length and complexity to address the topic. 

Mini-research of background 
information on Romanticism, 
Transcendentalism, or major American 
authors studied during this six weeks. 

 
 
 

MLA internal documentation of short 
answer responses. 
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Reading 

 

TE
K

S 

Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text Suggested Activities and 
Resources 

(2) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Theme and Genre - Students analyze, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about theme and genre in different cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence 
from the text to support their understanding. 
(A)  analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on the human 
condition, 
(B) relate the characters and text structures of mythic, traditional, and classical literature to 20th and 21st century 
American novels, plays, or films; and 
(C) relate the main ideas found in a literary work to primary source documents from its historical and cultural setting. 

“The Devil and Tom Walker” p. 318 
“Masque of the Red Death” p. 444 
“A Rose for Emily” p. 1064 

 
 
 

Use TPCASTT to analyze poetry 
http://www.sdcoe.net/score/things/PDF/ 
TP-CASTT.pdf 

 
“The Raven” p. 435 
“A Psalm of Life” p. 342 
“Nothing Gold Can Stay” p. 936 
“Stanzas on Freedom” 
“Free Labor” p. 582 

 
“Interpreting a Poem” Write Source pp. 
315 - 322 

 

 
 

“The Devil and Tom Walker” p. 318 
“Masque of the Red Death” p. 444 
“A Rose for Emily” p. 1064 

 
Emphasize social and political attitudes 
of the time and traditions. 

(3) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Poetry – Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions 
about the structure and elements of poetry and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. 
Students are expected to analyze the effects of metrics, rhyme schemes (e.g., end, internal, slant, eye), and other 
conventions in American poetry. 

(5) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Fiction – Students understand, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about the structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. 
Students are expected to: 
(A)  evaluate how different literary elements (e.g., figurative language, point of view) shape the author’s portrayal of 
the plot and setting in works of fiction; 
(B) analyze the internal and external development of characters through a range of literary devices; 
(C)  analyze the impact of narration when the narrator’s point of view shifts from one character to another; and 
(D)  demonstrate familiarity with works by authors in American fiction from each major literary period. 

(6) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Literary Nonfiction – Students understand, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about the varied structural patterns and features of literary nonfiction and provide evidence from 
text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze how rhetorical techniques (e.g., repetition, 
parallel structure, understatement, overstatement) in literary essays, true life adventures, and historically important 
speeches influence the reader, evoke emotions, and create meaning. 
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 (7) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Sensory Language – Students understand, make inferences and 

draw conclusions about how an author’s sensory language creates imagery in literary text and provide evidence from 
text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze the meaning of classical, mythological, and 
Biblical allusions in words, phrases, passages, and literary works. 

 

Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text Suggested Activities and 
Resources 

(8) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Culture and History - Students analyze, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about the author's purpose in cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence 
from the text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze how the style, tone, and diction of a text 
advance the author's purpose and perspective or stance. 

 
 

“Self-Reliance” 

“Civil Disobedience” 

“Walden” 

“On Civil Disobedience” pp. 400 – 401 
 

Analyze Visuals p. 394 TE 
 
 
 
 
 

Emphasize social and political attitudes 
of the time and traditions. 

(9) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text - Students analyze, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about expository text and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are 
expected to: 
(A)  summarize a text in a manner that captures the author's viewpoint, its main ideas, and its elements without taking 
a position or expressing an opinion; 
(B) distinguish between and inductive and deductive reasoning and analyze the elements of deductively and 
inductively reasoned texts and the different ways conclusions are supported; 
(C)  make and defend subtle inferences and complex conclusions about the ideas in text and their organizational 
patterns; and 
(D)  synthesize ideas and make logical connections (e.g., thematic links, author analyses) between and among multiple
texts representing similar or different genres and technical sources and support those finds with textual evidence. 
(10) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Persuasive Text - Students analyze, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about persuasive text and provide evidence from text to support their analysis. Students are expected 
to: 
(A)  evaluate how the author's purpose and stated or perceived audience affect the tone of persuasive texts; and 
(B)  analyze historical and contemporary political debates for such logical fallacies as non-sequiturs, circular logic, 
and hasty generalizations. 

 (11) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Procedural Texts - Students understand how to glean and 
use information in procedural texts and documents. Students are expected to: 
(A)  evaluate the logic of the sequence of information presented in txt (e.g., product support materials, contrasts); and 
(B) translate (from text to graphic or graphic to text) complex, factual, quantitative, or technical information 
presented in maps, charts, illustrations, graphs, timelines, tables, and diagrams. 
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Vocabulary Suggested Activities and 
Resources: 

 

TE
K

S 

(1) Reading/Vocabulary Development
(A) determine the meaning of grade-level technical academic English words in multiple content areas (e.g., science, 
mathematics, social studies, the arts) derived from Latin, Greek, or other linguistic roots and affixes; 
(B) analyze textual context (within a sentence and in larger sections of text) to draw conclusions about the nuance in 
word meanings; 
(C) infer word meaning through the identification and analysis of analogies and other word relationships; 
(D)  recognize and use knowledge of cognates in different languages and of word origins to determine the meaning of 
words; 

 
Literary Terms 
Allegory, alliteration, hyperbole, personification, tone, mood, foreshadowing, short story, point of view (first person, 
third person limited, third person omniscient) rhythm 

 

 
 

Words to focus on all year: theme, conflict, essay, stanza, protagonist/antagonist, fiction, prose, style 

SAT Vocabulary 
 

Vocabulary from the literature 
 

Academic Vocabulary: slant rhyme, 
eye rhyme, cultural perspective, shift, 
contradiction, structural analysis, 
human condition, nuance, biblical 
allusion, non-sequitur 

 
Rhetorical Strategies 

Listening, Speaking & Teamwork 

 

TE
K

S 

(25) Listening and Speaking/Speaking - Students speak clearly and to the point, using the conventions of language.
Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to give a formal 
presentation that exhibits a logical structure, smooth transitions, and accurate evidence, well-chosen details, and 
rhetorical devices, and that employs eye contact, speaking rate (e.g., pauses for effect), volume, enunciation, 
purposeful gestures, and conventions of language to communicate ideas effectively. 
(26) Listening and Speaking/Teamwork - Students work productively with others in teams. Students will continue to 
apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to participate productively in teams, offering 
ideas or judgments that are purposeful in moving the team towards goals, asking relevant and insightful questions, 
tolerating a range of positions and ambiguity in decision-making, and evaluating the work of the group based on 
agreed-upon criteria. 
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Reading/Media Literacy Suggested Activities and 
Resources: 

 (12) Reading/Media Literacy - Students use comprehension skills to analyze how words, images, graphics, and 
sounds work together in various forms to impact meaning. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with 
greater depth in increasingly more complex texts. Students are expected to: 
(A)  evaluate how messages presented in media reflect social and cultural view in ways different from traditional 
texts; 
(B)  evaluate the interactions of different techniques (e.g., layout, pictures, typeface in print media, images, text, sound 
in electronic journalism) used in multi-layered media; 
(C) evaluate the objectivity of coverage of the same event in various types of media; and 
(D)  evaluate changes in formality and tone across various media for different audiences and purposes. 

Analyze Visuals p. 394 TE
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Focus: Expository & Procedural Writing Suggested Activities & Resources: 
Pre- reading 

(15)  Writing/Expository and Procedural Texts - Students write expository and procedural or work-related texts to 
communicate ideas and information to specific audiences for specific purposes 
(A) write an analytical essay of sufficient length that includes: 
(i)  effective introductory and concluding paragraphs and a variety of sentence structures; 
(ii)  rhetorical devices, and transitions between paragraphs; 
(iii)  a clear thesis statement or controlling idea 
(iv) a clear organizational schema for conveying ideas; 
(v)  relevant and substantial evidence and well-chosen details; and 
(vi)  information on multiple relevant perspectives and a consideration of the validity, reliability, and relevance 
of primary and secondary sources; 

 
 

(B)  write procedural or work-related documents (e.g., résumés, proposals, college applications, operation manuals) 
that include: 

TE
K

S 

(i) a clearly stated purpose combined with a well-supported viewpoint on the topic; 
(ii)  appropriate formatting structures (e/ge, headings, graphics, white space); 
(iii) relevant questions that engage readers and consider their needs; 
(iv)  accurate technical information in accessible language; and 
(iv) appropriate organizational structures supported by facts and details (documented if appropriate); 

 
(D)  produce a multimedia presentation (e.g., documentary, class newspaper, docudrama, infomercial, visual or textual 
parodies, theatrical production) with graphics, images, and sound that appeals to a specific audience and synthesizes 
information from multiple points of view. 

(Students will use information or a 
topic previously read) 
 
-Solving a social issue 
(Research will center around current 
issues) 
 
-“The American Dream, Myth or 
Reality” 
Holt McDougal pp. 1146-1156 
*** Discuss possible issues presented 
in the Unit Introduction 
 
MLA formatting –p. 1376 
 
-Internal documentation- p. 1365 
 
-Evaluating sources- pp. 1348- 1351 
 
-Works Cited page- pg. 1373 ***Write 
Source pp. 375-454 
 
***Research Resources in McDougal 
Lit Book pp 1338- 1380**** 

 
Prompt Deconstruction – Write Source 
pp. 207-213 

 
12 



English 3: Third Nine Weeks 
 
 
 
 
 (17)  Oral and Written Conventions/ Conventions - Students understand the function of and use the conventions of 

academic language when speaking and writing. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater 
complexity. 
Students understand the function of and use the conventions of academic language when speaking and writing. 
Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. 

(A)  use and understand the function of different types of clauses and phrases (e.g., adjectival, noun, adverbial 
clauses and phrases); and 
(B)  use a variety of correctly structured sentences (e.g., compound, complex, compound-complex). 
(18)  Oral and Written Conventions/ Handwriting, Capitalization, & Punctuation - Students write legibly and 
use appropriate capitalization and punctuation conventions in their compositions. Students are expected to correctly 
and consistently use conventions of punctuation and capitalization. 
(19)  Oral and Written Conventions/ Spelling - Students spell correctly. Students are expected to spell correctly, 
including using various resources to determine and check correct spellings. 

Grammar: clauses and phrases, comma 
usage, sentence structure, subject-verb 
agreement, spelling 

Research Suggested Activities& Resources:
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(8)  Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Culture and History. Students analyze, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about the author's purpose in cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence from 
the text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze how the style, tone, and diction of a text 
advance the author's purpose and perspective or stance. 

 
(10)  Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Persuasive Text. Students analyze, make inferences and draw 

conclusions about persuasive text and provide evidence from text to support their analysis. Students are expected to: 
 

(A)  evaluate how the author's purpose and stated or perceived audience affect the tone of persuasive texts; and 
 

(B)  analyze historical and contemporary political debates for such logical fallacies as non-sequiturs, circular logic, 
and hasty generalizations 

 
(23) Research/ Organizing and Presenting Ideas - Students organize and present their ideas and information 
according to the purpose of the research and their audience. Students are expected to synthesize the research into an 
extended written document that: 
(A)  provides an analysis that supports and develops personal opinions, as opposed to simply restating existing 
information 
(B)  uses a variety of formats and rhetorical strategies to argue for the thesis; 
(C) develops an argument that incorporates the complexities of and discrepancies in information from multiple 
sources and perspectives while anticipating and refuting counter-arguments; 
(D)  uses a style manual (e.g., Modern Language Association, Chicago Manual of Style) to document sources 
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S and format written materials. 
(E)   is of sufficient length and complexity to address the topic. 

MLA internal documentation of short 
answer responses. 
 
 
 
Ideas for Independent Reading 
Holt Mc Dougal pp. 1336-1337 
 
*** Use as a guiding tool when helping 
students generate ideas for historical 
research 
 
 
 
What is the Power of Research? 
Holt Mc Dougal pp. 1340-1377 
 
***Use section to identify and evaluate 
relevant sources, teach thesis, and the 
research writing process. 
 
-Model essay on pp.1367-1373 
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Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text Suggested Activities & Resources
(2) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Theme and Genre - Students analyze, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about theme and genre in different cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence 
from the text to support their understanding. 
(A)  analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on the human 
condition, 
(B) relate the characters and text structures of mythic, traditional, and classical literature to 20th and 21st century 
American novels, plays, or films; and 
(C) relate the main ideas found in a literary work to primary source documents from its historical and cultural setting. 

“The Story of an Hour” McDougal Lit. 
p. 782 
*** Analyze Patterns of Organization 

 
“Survival in Auschwitz” McDougal 

Lit. p. 1188 
***Analyze tone and characterization 

 
“The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” 
McDougal Lit. p. 1035 
***Analyze stream of consciousness 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“How it Feels to be Colored Me” 
McDougal Lit. p. 900 
*** review rhetorical techniques/ 
analyze visuals 

(5) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Fiction – Students understand, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about the structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. 
Students are expected to: 
(A)  evaluate how different literary elements (e.g., figurative language, point of view) shape the author’s 
portrayal of the plot and setting in works of fiction; 
(B) analyze the internal and external development of characters through a range of literary devices; 
(C)  analyze the impact of narration when the narrator’s point of view shifts from one character to another; and 
(D)  demonstrate familiarity with works by authors in American fiction from each major literary period. 
(6) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Literary Nonfiction – Students understand, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about the varied structural patterns and features of literary nonfiction and provide evidence from 
text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze how rhetorical techniques (e.g., repetition, 
parallel structure, understatement, overstatement) in literary essays, true life adventures, and historically 
important speeches influence the reader, evoke emotions, and create meaning. 

(7) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Sensory Language – Students understand, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about how an author’s sensory language creates imagery in literary text and provide evidence from 
text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze the meaning of classical, mythological, and 
Biblical allusions in words, phrases, passages, and literary works. 

15 
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 Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text Suggested Activities & Resources

(9) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text - Students analyze, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about expository text and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. 
Students are expected to: 
(A)  summarize a text in a manner that captures the author's viewpoint, its main ideas, and its elements without taking 
a position or expressing an opinion; 
(B) distinguish between and inductive and deductive reasoning and analyze the elements of deductively and 
inductively reasoned texts and the different ways conclusions are supported; 
(C)  make and defend subtle inferences and complex conclusions about the ideas in text and their organizational 
patterns; and 
(D)  synthesize ideas and make logical connections (e.g., thematic links, author analyses) between and among multiple 
texts representing similar or different genres and technical sources and support those finds with textual evidence. 

“Texas Assessment Practice” 
McDougal Lit. pp. 498-509 
***Use triplet as test practice 

 
“The Commodore Sinks at Sea” 
McDougal Lit. p. 763 
***Use inductive and deductive 
reasoning to decipher the purpose and 
time period of the article. 

 
 

“All Across the U.S” 
McDougal Lit. p. 1272 
***Analyze text and graphics/make 
objective inferences regarding 
information 

 
Resource Manager-Copy Master 
Analyze Text and Graphics, p.189 

. 
(11) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Procedural Texts - Students understand how to glean and 
use information in procedural texts and documents. Students are expected to: 
(A)  evaluate the logic of the sequence of information presented in txt (e.g., product support materials, contrasts); and 
(B)  translate (from text to graphic or graphic to text) complex, factual, quantitative, or technical information 
presented in maps, charts, illustrations, graphs, timelines, tables, and diagrams. 

Vocabulary Suggested Activities & Resources:
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(1) Reading/Vocabulary Development 
(A) determine the meaning of grade-level technical academic English words in multiple content areas (e.g., science, 
mathematics, social studies, the arts) derived from Latin, Greek, or other linguistic roots and affixes; 
(B) analyze textual context (within a sentence and in larger sections of text) to draw conclusions about the nuance in 
word meanings; 
(C)  infer word meaning through the identification and analysis of analogies and other word relationships; 
(D)  recognize and use knowledge of cognates in different languages and of word origins to determine the meaning of 
words; 
Literary Terms 
Allegory, alliteration, hyperbole, personification, tone, mood, foreshadowing, short story, point of view (first person, 
third person limited, third person omniscient) rhythm 

 
Academic Words 
Abstract,  adequate ,appendix,, bibliography, catalog, consult, index, investigate, objective plagiarize, preface, 
primary , qualitative, reputable, relevant, resume, secondary source 

 
Words to focus on all year: theme, conflict, essay, stanza, protagonist/antagonist, fiction, prose, style 

SAT Vocabulary 
 
Vocabulary from the literature 
 
Research handbook Holt Mc Dougal 
p. R44 
 

 
 
***Use these terms before beginning 
research unit. 
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Listening, Speaking & Teamwork Suggested Activities & Resources:
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(24) Listening and Speaking/Listening - Students will use comprehension skills to listen attentively to others in
formal and informal settings. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. 
(A)  listen responsively to a speaker by framing inquiries that reflect an understanding of the content and by 
identifying the positions taken and the evidence in support of those positions; and 
(B)  evaluate the clarity and coherence of a speaker's message and critique the impact of a speaker's diction 
and syntax on an audience. 
(25) Listening and Speaking/Speaking - Students speak clearly and to the point, using the conventions of language. 
Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to give a formal 
presentation that exhibits a logical structure, smooth transitions, and accurate evidence, well-chosen details, and 
rhetorical devices, and that employs eye contact, speaking rate (e.g., pauses for effect), volume, enunciation, 
purposeful gestures, and conventions of language to communicate ideas effectively. 
(26) Listening and Speaking/Teamwork - Students work productively with others in teams. Students will continue 
to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to participate productively in teams, offering 
ideas or judgments that are purposeful in moving the team towards goals, asking relevant and insightful questions, 
tolerating a range of positions and ambiguity in decision-making, and evaluating the work of the group based on 
agreed-upon criteria. 

Group work and presentations 
***Students will present their research 
findings before audience. 

 
 

***Research may be used in multiple 
genres (power point, media 
presentations, visual aids etc.) 

Reading/Media Literacy Suggested Activities & Resources:

 (12) Reading/Media Literacy - Students use comprehension skills to analyze how words, images, graphics, and 
sounds work together in various forms to impact meaning. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with 
greater depth in increasingly more complex texts. Students are expected to: 
(A)  evaluate how messages presented in media reflect social and cultural view in ways different from 
traditional texts; 
(B) evaluate the interactions of different techniques (e.g., layout, pictures, typeface in print media, images, text, 
sound in electronic journalism) used in multi-layered media; 
(C)  evaluate the objectivity of coverage of the same event in various types of media; and 
(D)  evaluate changes in formality and tone across various media for different audiences and purposes. 

Computer and print-based research in 
media literacy centers 
***Guided practice regarding 
evaluating the validity of sources 
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Focus: Reading Suggested Activities & Resources:
Possible Novel Selections 

 
**Teachers may utilize the selections 
below to create a cohesive unit of study 
revolving around a theme or major 
literary work. 

 
Suggested Titles: 

Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
The Great Gatsby by Scott Fitzgerald 
The Catcher and the Rye by J.D 
Salinger 
Bless Me Ultima 
Native Son by Richard Wright 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
Into the Wild 
A Separate by John Knowles 
Suggested Short Story Authors: 
“Straw Into Gold: The Metamorphosis 
of The Everyday” by Sandra Cisneros 
H McDougal pg. 1288 

 
“In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens” 
by Alice Walker  H McDougal p. 1280 

 
Suggested Poets: 
Rita Dove 
Gwendolyn Brooks 
Billy Collins 
Nikki Giovanni 
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Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text 
 

2)  Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Theme and Genre - Students analyze, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about theme and genre in different cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence 
from the text to support their understanding. 
(A)  analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on the human 
condition, 
(B)  relate the characters and text structures of mythic, traditional, and classical literature to 20th and 21st 
century American novels, plays, or films; and 
(C) relate the main ideas found in a literary work to primary source documents from its historical and cultural setting. 

 
(5) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Fiction – Students understand, make inferences and draw 
conclusions about the structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. 
Students are expected to: 
(A)  evaluate how different literary elements (e.g., figurative language, point of view) shape the author’s 
portrayal of the plot and setting in works of fiction; 
(B) analyze the internal and external development of characters through a range of literary devices; 
(C) analyze the impact of narration when the narrator’s point of view shifts from one character to another; 
and 
(D)  demonstrate familiarity with works by authors in American fiction from each major literary period. 

 
(6) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Literary Nonfiction – Students understand, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about the varied structural patterns and features of literary nonfiction and provide evidence from 
text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze how rhetorical techniques (e.g., repetition, 
parallel structure, understatement, overstatement) in literary essays, true life adventures, and historically important 
speeches influence the reader, evoke emotions, and create meaning. 

 
(7)  Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Sensory Language – Students understand, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about how an author’s sensory language creates imagery in literary text and provide evidence from 
text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze the meaning of classical, mythological, and 
Biblical allusions in words, phrases, passages, and literary works. 
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(17)  Oral and Written Conventions/ Conventions - Students understand the function of and use the conventions of 
academic language when speaking and writing. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater 
complexity. 
Students understand the function of and use the conventions of academic language when speaking and writing. 
Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. 

(A)  use and understand the function of different types of clauses and phrases (e.g., adjectival, noun, adverbial 
clauses and phrases); and 
(B)  use a variety of correctly structured sentences (e.g., compound, complex, compound-complex). 
(18)  Oral and Written Conventions/ Handwriting, Capitalization, & Punctuation - Students write legibly and 
use appropriate capitalization and punctuation conventions in their compositions. Students are expected to correctly 
and consistently use conventions of punctuation and capitalization. 
(19)  Oral and Written Conventions/ Spelling - Students spell correctly. Students are expected to spell correctly, 
including using various resources to determine and check correct spellings. 

***Students will continue to present 
research from the previous nine 
weeks 

 
 
 

Prompt Deconstruction – Write Source 
pp. 207-213 

 
 
 

Grammar: clauses and phrases, comma 
usage, sentence structure, subject-verb 
agreement, spelling 

Reading Suggested Activities &Resources:
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Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text 
 

(11) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Procedural Texts - Students understand how to glean and 
use information in procedural texts and documents. Students are expected to: 
(A)  evaluate the logic of the sequence of information presented in txt (e.g., product support materials, contrasts); and 
(B)  translate (from text to graphic or graphic to text) complex, factual, quantitative, or technical information 
presented in maps, charts, illustrations, graphs, timelines, tables, and diagram. 

***Resume writing*** 
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Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text Suggested Activities & Resources

(8) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Culture and History - Students analyze, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about the author's purpose in cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence 
from the text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze how the style, tone, and diction of a text 
advance the author's purpose and perspective or stance. 

“Mother Tongue” H McDougal 
pg.1264 
***Identify Main Ideas 

Vocabulary Suggested Activities& Resources
20 
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 (1) Reading/Vocabulary Development

(A) determine the meaning of grade-level technical academic English words in multiple content areas (e.g., 
science, mathematics, social studies, the arts) derived from Latin, Greek, or other linguistic roots and affixes; 
(B) analyze textual context (within a sentence and in larger sections of text) to draw conclusions about the 
nuance in word meanings; 
(C)  infer word meaning through the identification and analysis of analogies and other word relationships; 
(D)  recognize and use knowledge of cognates in different languages and of word origins to determine the 
meaning of words; 

 
Literary Terms 
Allegory, alliteration, hyperbole, personification, tone, mood, foreshadowing, short story, point of view (first person, 
third person limited, third person omniscient) rhythm 
Words to focus on all year: theme, conflict, essay, stanza, protagonist/antagonist, fiction, prose, style. 

SAT vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***Students will continue to present 
research from the previous six weeks 

Listening, Speaking & Teamwork 
 

(25) Listening and Speaking/Speaking - Students speak clearly and to the point, using the conventions of language. 
Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to give a formal 
presentation that exhibits a logical structure, smooth transitions, and accurate evidence, well-chosen details, and 
rhetorical devices, and that employs eye contact, speaking rate (e.g., pauses for effect), volume, enunciation, 
purposeful gestures, and conventions of language to communicate ideas effectively. 
(26) Listening and Speaking/Teamwork - Students work productively with others in teams. Students will 
continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to participate productively in teams, 
offering ideas or judgments that are purposeful in moving the team towards goals, asking relevant and insightful 
questions, tolerating a range of positions and ambiguity in decision-making, and evaluating the work of the group 
based on agreed-upon criteria. 

Reading/Media Literacy Suggested Activities Resources:
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(12) Reading/Media Literacy - Students use comprehension skills to analyze how words, images, graphics, and 
sounds work together in various forms to impact meaning. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with 
greater depth in increasingly more complex texts. Students are expected to: 
(A)  evaluate how messages presented in media reflect social and cultural view in ways different from 
traditional texts; 
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(B)  evaluate the interactions of different techniques (e.g., layout, pictures, typeface in print media, images, text, sound 
in electronic journalism) used in multi-layered media; (C) evaluate the objectivity of coverage of the same event in 
various types of media; and 
(D)  evaluate changes in formality and tone across various media for different audiences and purposes 
. 

***Students will research authors and 
background for novels 


